CATHEDRAL OF SAINT MATTHEW THE APOSTLE

FEBRUARY 7, 2010

WASHINGTON, D.C.

TODAY’S READINGS
hen was the last time God got your attention?
Think back to the last time you found yourself
almost speechless because you had come face-to-
face with some manifestation of his love, his power, or his
majesty. How did it happen? Did a passage from the Scripture
leap out at you and pierce your heart? Was it through the
beauty of a spectacular sunrise? Was it in the birth of a baby?

In today’s readings, we see three different ways God
spoke to his people and changed them. In the Gospel, we see
Jesus blowing Peter away through a large catch of fish (Luke
5:5-8). The first reading tells how Isaiah was cut to the heart
by a vision of God’s heavenly throne (lsaiah 6:1-4). And in
the second reading, we hear how Paul received the gospel
both through personal revelation and through the testimony of
the apostles (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). God speaks in so many
different ways, but one thing is always the same: He wants to
reveal himself to us.

On one level, the Bible is one big story of God revealing
himself again and again to his people. It begins with Adam
and Eve, and progresses through Noah and his family, to
Abraham and Sarah, then on to David, the shepherd who
became king, to Isaiah and the other prophets, then to a young
woman named Mary. And it didn’t stop when Jesus came into
the world. The New Testament is filled with stories like
Peter’s and Paul’s, Lydia’s and John’s, and so many others.
And every one of them had a personal encounter with God
that radically changed their lives.

With all this evidence, how can we doubt that Jesus
wants to reveal himself to us? Even more importantly, how
can we doubt that he wants to reveal himself to us today? At
Mass today, or as you go through the day, keep your eyes and
ears open. Jesus is everywhere. There is no place we cannot
find him.

“Lord Jesus, what do you want to say to me today? How
do you want to show yourself? Come, Lord, and open my
heart that I may know your presence within me.”

Taken from The Word Among Us, January 2010, Vol. 29, Number 2: Used
with permission.

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
Monday 8th 1 Kgs 8:1-7,9-13 / Mk 6:53-56
Sts. Jerome Emiliani & Josephine Bakhita
Tuesday 9th 1 Kgs 8:22-23,27-30 / Mk 7:1-13

Wednesday 10th 1 Kgs 10:1-10 / Mk 7:14-23
St. Scholastica

Thursday 11th

Our Lady of Lourdes
Friday 12th 1 Kgs 11:29-32;12:19 / Mk 7:31-37
Saturday 13th 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34 / Mk 8:1-10
Sunday 14th Jer 17:5-8 /1 Cor 15:12,16-20 / Lk 6:17,20-26

1 Kgs 11:4-13 / Mk 7:24-30

HELPING HAITI
Msgr. Jameson is grateful to all those who found a way to
help ease the plight of the Haitian earthquake victims. Your
prayers are appreciated as are your donations, totaling nearly
$30,000, from the special collections taken during the last
two weekends. Many thanks for your generosity.

LAS LECTURAS DE HOY
' as tenido alguna vez un encuentro personal con
6 Cristo? ¢Una sensacion de paz porque El estaba
contigo y te quedaste casi anonadado por la
extraordinaria manifestacion de su amor, su poder o su
majestad? ;Te acuerdas de cuéles fueron las circunstancias?
¢Fue porque leiste un pasaje de la Escritura que te toco en lo
profundo; por haber escuchado un mensaje especialmente
significativo o por haber presenciado algo extraordinario,
como la hermosura de un amanecer espectacular o el
nacimiento de un bebé?

En las lecturas de hoy vemos tres ocasiones distintas en
las que Dios habl6 a su pueblo con palabras transformadoras.
En el Evangelio, vemos que San Pedro se quedd atonito
cuando, siguiendo las instrucciones de JesUs, consiguié una
gran pesca (Lucas 5,5-8). En la primera lectura vemos que el
profeta Isaias también se quedd sin habla al presenciar una
vision del trono celestial de Dios (Isaias 6,1-4), y en la
segunda lectura, escuchamos que San Pablo transmite a los
creyentes el mismo Evangelio que él recibié (1 Corintios
15,3-4). Dios nos habla de muchas maneras distintas, pero
hay algo que no cambia: el Sefior quiere revelarse a todos sus
hijos.

En un plano, la Biblia es una magnifica crénica de las
muchas veces que Dios se ha revelado a su pueblo. Comienza
con Adan y Eva, continla con los relatos de Noé y su familia,
hasta Abraham y Sara, para continuar con David el pastor que
llegd a ser rey, y con lIsaias y los demas profetas, hasta una
joven virgen llamada Maria. Pero no termina cuando Jesus
vino al mundo. El Nuevo Testamento estd lleno de
narraciones de lo que hicieron los discipulos de Jesds, como
Pedro y Pablo, Juan y muchos otros fieles, como Bernabé,
Lidia, Felipe, Priscila, para nombrar sélo algunos . Cada uno
de ellos tuvo un encuentro personal con Cristo que le
transformo radicalmente la vida. Y mas tarde en la historia de
la Iglesia podemos citar también los ejemplos de miles de
santos, como Agustin de Hipona, Francisco de Asis, Catalina
de Siena, Teresita de Lisieux, y otros martires y héroes de la
fe, como Miguel Pro, Juan Pablo 11y Teresa de Calcuta.

Con toda esta evidencia, ¢como puede alguien dudar de
que JesuUs desea revelarse a sus fieles? Pero mas importante
aun, ¢;cémo puede dudar alguien de que el Sefior quiere entrar
en comunion con cada uno de nosotros en nuestra época?
Hoy, en Misa o durante el resto del dia, mantén los ojos
abiertos y los oidos atentos. Jesus est4 en todas partes y no
hay ni un solo lugar en el cual no puedas encontrarlo.

“Serior mio, Jesucristo, ;qué quieres decirme hoy dia?
;Como te quieres manifestar hoy? Ven, Serior, abre mi
corazon para que yo pueda conocer tu presencia en mi ser.”

Escogida con el permiso de La Palabra Entre Nosotros, Vol. 29, Nimero
2: Febrero/Marzo 2010.

AYUDA PARA HAITI
Mons. Jameson estd muy agradecido con todas las personas
gue pudieron donar para las victimas del terremoto en Haiti.
Sus oraciones son apreciadas lo mismo sus donaciones de un
total cerca de $30,000, que se recogieron en los dos ultimos
fines de semana. jMuchas gracias por su generosidad!



FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

THINKING ABOUT BECOMING CATHOLIC?
The next Inquiry session for those interested in learning more
about the process of becoming Catholic and/or the basics of
the Catholic faith will be Wednesday, February 10, from
6:30pm to 7:30pm in the East Conference Room. Drop-ins
are welcome. Contact Heather Kinney at 202-347-3215 x530
or hkinney@stmatthewscathedral.org if you have questions.

“THEY KILLED SISTER DOROTHY”

The Faith Formation and Social Justice Committees are
pleased to present the February Movie of the Month, “They
Killed Sister Dorothy.” Dorothy Stang was a Catholic nun
from Dayton, Ohio. For three decades, Sister Dorothy worked
with the poor in the Amazon and was a strong proponent of
protecting the rainforest. On February 12, 2005, she was shot
six times and left to die in the mud. Join us this Friday,
February 12, at 7pm in the North Conference Room to
view and discuss this 2008 documentary film on her life, her
work in Brazil, the investigation into her killing and the trial
that ensued.

BIBLE STUDY ON THE GOSPEL OF LUKE
Fr. Kevin Regan’s six-week series on the Gospel of Luke
concludes Saturday, February 13, from 10am to 11:45am in
the North Conference Room. Also consider staying for our
12:10pm Mass afterward. All are welcome!

RITES OF SENDING AND ELECTION

Next Sunday, February 14, we will celebrate the Rite of
Sending at the 5:30pm Mass for twenty women and men who
have been preparing to become Catholic through the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults. During this brief ceremony, the
parish community will affirm these individuals and send them
to Archbishop Wuerl for a special liturgy at the Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception on the First Sunday of Lent. During
this Rite of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion,
Archbishop Wuerl will welcome these men and women and
encourage them on their faith journeys. At the Easter Vigil,
thirteen of these individuals will become Christians through
Baptism, six will formally join the Catholic Church from
other Christian denominations, and one will complete his
Catholic initiation. Please keep these women and men in your
prayers.

ALWAYS OUR CHIILDREN
St. Matthew’s Gay and Lesbian Ministry will hold a
confidential support group meeting next Sunday, February
14, 3:30-5:15pm in the West Conference Room. Parents of
gay and lesbian individuals are especially encouraged to
attend. Questions? Contact Msgr. Jameson at 202-347-3215
or email us at alwaysourchildren@speakeasy.net.

THE WORD AMONG US FOR LENT
Copies of the Lenten edition of The Word Among Us
magazine are provided by St. Matthew’s to help and
encourage you in your Lenten preparations. Please pick one
up next weekend for yourself and your family at the back of
the Cathedral. See page three of this bulletin for information
on Lenten liturgies and activities here at the Cathedral.

WELCOME!

If you are a visitor to the Cathedral, we want you to
know how welcome you are—whether you have
come from another part of the country, from across
the world, or from another parish here in the
Archdiocese or across the river. Thank you for
praying with ours. Thank you also for your
generosity, which helps us to celebrate the
Cathedral’s liturgies here in a fitting and beautiful
way, and to offer a wide range of services to needy
people living in the Washington, DC area. Enjoy
your visit!

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA
Lunes 8 1 Re 8:1-7,9-13 / Mc 6:53-56
San Jeronimo Emiliani y Santa Josefina Bakhita
Martes 9 1 Re 8:22-23,27-30/ Lc 7:1-13
Miércoles 10 1 Re 10:1-10 / Mc 7:14-23
Santa Escolastica

Jueves 11 1 Re 11:4-13/ Mc 7:24-30
Nuestra Seriora de Lourdes

Viernes 12 1 Re 11:29-32; 12:19/ Mc 7:31-37

Sabado 13 1 Re 12:26-32; 13:33-34 / Mc 8:1-10

Domingo 14 Jer 17:5-8 /1 Cor 15:12,16-20/ Lc 6:17,20-26

AYUNAR

Miércoles de Ceniza (17 de Febrero) y Viernes Santo (2 de
Abril) son dias de ayuno y abstinencia. Los catolicos que ya
llegaron a los 18 afios de edad, pero que son menores de 60
afios, estdn obligados al ayuno, que consiste en una sola
comida completa durante el dia. Todos los catélicos que han
cumplido 14 afios estan obligados a los dias de abstinencia en
los cuales no se debe de comer carne. Miércoles de Ceniza,
Viernes Santo y todos los viernes de Cuaresma son dias de
abstinencia.

CONFESIONES LOS MIERCOLES DE CUARESMA
En este tiempo de Cuaresma, la Catedral de San Mateo tendra
confesiones disponibles todos los miércoles de Cuaresma de
6:30 a 8 de la noche comenzando el 24 de Febrero, ademas
del horario regular de confesiones (lunes-viernes, 11-12 y
sdbados 4-5 de la tarde) tendremos confesiones en Inglés y
Espafiol, exceptuando el Miércoles de Ceniza. Esta es una
maravillosa oportunidad para venir al sacramento de
reconciliaciéon como familia o para invitar a algiin amigo que
th sabes que no ha tenido la oportunidad de confesarse en
mucho tiempo.

DECLARACION DE CONTRIBUCIONES

La Declaracion de sus contribuciones como feligrés de la
Catedral que corresponde al afio 2009 ya ha sido enviado por
correo. Tenga en cuenta, que la declaracion o informe de sus
donaciones, no se envian si durante todo el afio no se ha
llegado a la suma de $250.00. Contribuciones con otra
cantidad seran enviadas solo si son pedidas. Si tiene alguna
pregunta sobre su declaracion, por favor llame a la Rectoria.
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3 CATHEDRAL BULLETIN CALENDAR
ﬁ CALENDARIO DE LA CATEDRAL

ﬁ FEBRUARY 7 - FEBRUARY 14

SUNDAY—A second collection for  Cathedral
maintenance is taken at all Masses.

Archbishop Wuerl celebrates the 10am Mass (in
English) for those in consecrated life.

Las clases de Catequesis, Catecumenado y Catequesis
Familiar se reinen a las 11:00 de la mafana.
MONDAY—The Liturgy Committee meets at 6:45pm in
the East Conference Room.

TUESDAY—EI Grupo de Oracion en Espafiol se reunira
a las 7:00 de la tarde en el salon de conferencias del
Oeste.

WEDNESDAY—Breaking Open the Word meets at 7pm
in the West Conference Room.

FRIDAY—The film They Killed Sister Dorothy is shown
at 7pm in the East Conference Room.

SATURDAY—Fr. Regan’s Bible Study on St. Luke’s
Gospel concludes at 10am in the North Conference Room.
SUNDAY—Hospitality receptions are held in the North
Conference Room after all Masses except the 7am Mass.

Las clases de Catequesis, Catecumenado y Catequesis
Familiar se reinen a las 11:00 de la mafana.

The Cathedral Club meets after the 11:30am Mass in
the West Conference Room.

Always Our Children meets in the West Conference
Room at 3:30pm.

MINISTERS NEEDED FOR ASH WEDNESDAY
To our ministers of hospitality and anyone who would like to
be a part of this ministry, please consider serving on Ash
Wednesday, February 17, when ashes will be distributed at
all Masses. To help at the 7am, 8am, 11am, 12:10pm, 1:15pm
or 5:30pm Masses, sign up in the back of the church or send
an email to Reply@ stmatthewscathedral.org. Thank you.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS (VIA CRUCIS)

The Via Crucis is a journey made in the Holy Spirit, that
divine fire that burned in the heart of Jesus (cf Lk 1: 49-50)
and brought him to Calvary. The Stations of the Cross, in the
form adopted by Pope John Paul 11, will be prayed in English
on Fridays at 6pm and in Spanish on Sundays at 2:15pm
throughout Lent, in addition to their celebration on Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday. Please join us for this beautiful
devotion, which is particularly fitting for Lent.

PRESIDENTS’ DAY
Monday, February 15, is Presidents’ Day, a Federal
holiday. The Cathedral will open at 7:30am and close at
1pm. Masses will be celebrated at 8am and 12:10pm.
There will be no Confessions, and the Rectory offices
will be closed.

FAITH IN ACTION AT
ST. MATTHEW’S CATHEDRAL

St. Matthew’s Homeless Ministry provides for the material
and spiritual needs of 55-70 homeless adults in our
community. The program operates from 7:30am to 11am on
Mondays. Most volunteers serve every other Monday. We
always need new volunteers to make bag lunches once a
month, bring breakfast foods, or serve on Monday mornings.
If you are interested in this ministry, contact Teresa Volante
at tvolante@stmatthewscathedral.org or 202-347-3215 x552.
Clothing donations. If you have new or gently used men’s or
women’s casual clothing (jeans, shorts, belts, t-shirts,
sweaters, sneakers, etc.) to donate or want to purchase items
that are most needed, contact Teresa (contact info above) to
make arrangements. Donations will not be accepted at the
door without prior approval, nor can we accept dress clothes,
household items, dirty or damaged items, or small-sized
women’s clothing. Thank you for your understanding.

LENTEN FAST AND ABSTINENCE REGULATIONS
Ash Wednesday (February 17) and Good Friday (April 2) are
days of fast and abstinence. All Catholics who have reached
their 18th birthday and are less than 60 years of age are
bound to observe the fast, by which they are limited to a
single full meal during the course of the day. All Catholics
who have reached their 14th birthday must observe days of
abstinence, during which no meat may be eaten. Ash
Wednesday, Good Friday and all Fridays of Lent are days of
abstinence.

WEDNESDAY EVENING LENTEN CONFESSIONS
This Lenten season, St. Matthew’s Cathedral will be open for
Confessions on Wednesday evenings, 6:30-8pm, beginning
on February 24. In addition to our regular Confession
schedule (Monday-Friday, 1lam-Noon, and Saturdays, 4-
5pm), Confessions will be heard in both English and Spanish
on Wednesdays during Lent, 6:30-8pm, except on Ash
Wednesday.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A LECTOR?

An orientation and training session for those wishing to
become lectors will be held Saturday, February 20, in the
North Conference Room, 9:30am-1pm. We welcome both
registered and “weekday parishioners”—members of other
parishes who work in the downtown area and attend weekday
Masses here. Those attending will be asked to audition in the
Cathedral at a later date. Candidates who are invited to
become lectors will be asked to commit to reading at Mass at
least twice each month. To register, call the Rectory at 202-
347-3215 x517 by Wednesday, February 17.

DIA DE LOS PRESIDENTES
El Lunes 15 de Febrero es dia de los Presidentes. Fiesta
federal. La Catedral abrird a las 7:30 de la mafiana y
cerrara a la 1 de la tarde. Se celebraran las misas de 8 de
la mafiana y 12:10 del mediodia; no habra confesiones y
las oficinas de la rectoria estaran cerradas.



CATHEDRAL OF
ST. MATTHEW THE APOSTLE

presents the annual

Lenten Lecture Series

CATHEDRAL OF
ST. MATTHEW THE
APOSTLE

1725 Rhode Island Ave., N\W
Washington, DC 20036
202-347-3215
www.stmaithewscathedral.org

Metro: Red Line to Farragut North
or Dupont (ircle

For more information, conlact
Heather Kinney at
hkinney@stmatthewscathedral.
org or 202-347-321, ext. 530.

SAVETHE DATE!

This year’s Lenten Lecture Series will focus on

“The Lenten Liturgies and Our Lives.”

Our five-part series will include talks on:
o The Symbols and Traditions of Lent
« The Catechumenate
« The Lenten Scriptures

o The Holy Week Liturgies
« Lenten Music

The series will begin Wednesday, February 24
and will continue every Wednesday and Thursday
in Lent.

Wednesday lectures will be from 12:45PM to
1:45PM in the North Conference Room.

Thursday lectures will be from 7:00PM to 8:00PM

in the North Conference Room.
[The lecture on Thursday, March 18 will be in the Great Hall. ]
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MASS INTENTIONS
FEBRUARY 7-FEBRUARY 13

SUNDAY: 5:30pm (Vigil) Ann Conway; 7am Jack Ruyter;
8:30am All Parishioners; 10am Robert Novak; 11:30am
James Lilley; 1pm Gloria Molina; 5:30pm Barbara
Oromaner (living).

MONDAY: 7am Josephine Klug Kuhn; 8am Mrs.
Goodyear (living); 12:10pm Patrick & Anne McEvoy;
5:30pm May Toussaint.

TUESDAY: 7am Christian Mendoza & family (living);
8am Jeff Becker; 12:10pm Mildred Africa; 5:30pm Eileen
Joyce.

WEDNESDAY: 7am Jacoba Maroma; 8am The Mooney
family (living); 12:10pm Alphonse & Mary Di Battista;
5:30pm Mrs. Le Thi NGA.

THURSDAY: 7am Smith Bagley; 8am Mary Jane Cronin;
12:10pm Carmen Barreiro; 5:30pm Kathleen Robbins.
FRIDAY: 7am Josephine Klug Kuhn; 8am Tony Rynk;
12:10pm Anne Ryan McConnell; 5:30pm Mary Agnes
Blum.

SATURDAY: 8am Thomas George Stack, Sr.; 12:10pm
John W. Foster; 5:30pm Bill Foster.

ENGAGED? DID YOU KNOW....?

The Cathedral is booked through the end of the year for
afternoon wedding celebrations. Morning and evening
weddings are possible on some weekends, but those
times are being reserved as well. Our clergy advise that,
if you are interested in having your wedding at St.
Matthew’s, you should call the rectory and speak to one
of them as soon as possible upon your engagement to
discuss marriage preparation requirements and wedding
scheduling.

CONFERENCE ON FAITH,

DEAFNESS & DISABILITIES
The Second Annual Conference on Faith, Deafness and
Disabilities will be held Saturday, February 13, 9am-5pm, at
the Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 6001 Western
Ave., NW, Washington, DC. The conference will bring
together persons interested in creating social and spiritual
communities where all are welcome. Workshops will be
offered on local parish programs and on community-based
services and programs. Two town hall meetings will be
moderated by Rev. William Byrne, Secretary for Pastoral
Ministry and Social Concerns in the Archdiocese. The event
is wheelchair accessible and will be sign language
interpreted. Cost is $15; registration is at www.adw.org.
Archbishop Wuerl will celebrate Mass at 5:30pm. For more
information, contact Peg Kolm at the Office of Ministry for
Persons with Disabilities at 301-853-4560 or at
mkolm@adw.org.

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
The 2009 Year-End-Contribution Statements have been sent
out to those who have contributed $250 or more. However,
statements of any amount will be sent out upon request. If
you have any questions regarding your contributions, please
call the Rectory at 202-347-3215 x517.

VOCATIONS CORNER

WOMEN’S DISCERNMENT RETREAT—The Little Sisters of the
Poor in Washington, DC will offer a weekend discernment
retreat in the footsteps of their newly sainted foundress, St.
Jeanne Jugan, February 12-14. The retreat is open to single,
Catholic women ages 18-35. Contact Sr. Camille Rose at
vocwashington@littlesistersofthepoor.org or 202-269-1831.

WTU LECTURE

Washington Theological Union annually awards the Sophia
Award for excellence in theological scholarship contributing
to the ministry of the Church. This year’s recipient is Fr.
Donald Senior, CP, STD - President of Catholic Theological
Union and Professor of New Testament. The Award and
Lecture by Fr. Senior will be given on February 14 at 5pm at
WTU. The lecture is entitled “Don’t Pull Up the Weeds (Matt
13:29): Biblical Wisdom on Seeking Communion in the
Midst of Division”. A reception will follow. The event is free
and open to the public. WTU is located at 6896 Laurel Street
in Northwest Washington, DC.

MARDI GRAS EVENT

The Younger Members of the John Carroll Society invite you
for Mass and Dinner to celebrate Mardi Gras on Tuesday,
February 16. Mass will be at 6:30pm at the Cathedral of St.
Matthew the Apostle with Msgr. Peter Vaghi, followed by a
three-course dinner at Sesto Senso (located around the corner
from the Cathedral at 1214 18th Street, NW). The cost of the
dinner is $35, payable by check or credit card. For more
information, call the John Carroll Society at 202-537-6110.
Founded in 1951, the John Carroll Society promotes the
enhancement of spiritual, intellectual and social fellowship
among its membersin service to the Archbishop of
Washington.

CATHOLIC HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING
Join us on Sunday, February 21, at 3pm for the Winter
meeting of the Catholic Historical Society of Washington at
the Little Sisters of the Poor on Harewood Road. Sr.
Constance Carolyn, LSP, will speak to us about the Little
Sisters and their foundress, St. Jeanne Jugan, who was
canonized in October 2009. Note the change in meeting
location. Parking is available or take the Metro to the
Brookland/CUA Station. The meeting is free and open to the
public. For more information, call the Little Sisters of the
Poor at 202-269-1831.

(COMPROMETIDA? ;SABIA QUE...?

La Catedral esta reservada hasta el final de este afio para
bodas a las 2 de la tarde. En las mafianas y tardes, todavia
hay disponibilidad en algunos fines de semana, pero, esas
horas se estdn reservando también. Los sacerdotes les
aconsejan que si estdn interesados en celebrar su
matrimonio aqui en la Catedral, deben llamar a uno de
ellos lo méas pronto posible, en cuanto se comprometan,
para hablar sobre los requisitos de la preparacion
matrimonial y las fechas de las bodas.
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My dear parishioners,

“If any one of you is ill, he should send for the
elders of the church, and they must anoint him
with oil in the name of the Lord and pray over
him. The prayer of faith will save the sick man
and the Lord will raise him up again, and if he
has committed any sins, he will be forgiven
(James 5:14-15).”

The Catholic Church professes
and teaches that the Sacred
Anointing of the Sick is one of the
seven Sacraments of the New
Testament, that it was instituted by
Christ and recommended and
promulgated to the faithful by St.
James.

St. Matthew’s Cathedral will

celebrate a Mass for the Anointing of
the Sick on Saturday, February 20, at 12:10pm. For those
who would like to receive this sacrament, please complete the
form below and mail or bring it to the Rectory. You may also
call the Rectory at 202-347-3215 to register. As this
sacrament is a sacrament of healing with the sacrament of
penance, those who are to receive anointing may wish to go
to confession in the week prior to the February 20 Mass.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Rev. Monsignor W. Ronald Jameson
Rector

REGISTRATION FOR
MASS FOR THE

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 12:10PM

(Name)

(Phone number)
.

(Address)

(Email address)

Anointing of the Sick I:
The Mystery of Illness

We get hurt. We wear out. The lungs, the eyes, the
memory, and any of the many limbs and organs that
compose us break or ache. Gloom comes over us then:
pity for ourselves, sorrow, depression, anger. But
hope can come, too, and courage, and sometimes
peace.

All of this is marked and celebrated in the rites of our
tradition. With a word and a deed, with touch and
breath and spit and mud, Jesus heals those who ail. In
every place and time, we who are the church
remember and tell stories of healing, anoint the sick
with oil and share the one bread even with those who
cannot assemble for Mass. Thus the sick and the
healthy, the homebound and the spry, saints and
sinners are made one and remain one, a single body of
many parts.

Anyone who is seriously ill can be anointed, including
the elderly who become weaker, even if no illness is
present; those waiting for surgery when a serious
condition is the reason for the operation; sick children
who have sufficient use of reason to be helped by the
celebration; and those who are unconscious or who
have lost the use of reason, provided that they
probably would have asked for the sacrament had they
the use of their faculties. Furthermore, many forms of
mental illness are now known to be serious. So the
mentally ill may be anointed, provided that they will
be helped and not harmed by the rite. If you have
questions, consult a priest or other parish leader.

The most complete celebration of the sacrament is a
communal one, a celebration in which those to be
anointed are surrounded and supported by other
members of the Christian community, whether at
home, or in the house of the church (for those who can
leave their beds and come here). In song and in
silence, with scriptures and prayers, we strengthen the
bonds of love and faith that are stronger than the most
lethal disease and more powerful even than death.

Copyright © 1997 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training
Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-
1101; 1-800-933-1800. Text by David Philippart and Gabe Huck. Art
by Chuck Ludeke
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