The Gospel of Matthew

Cathedral of Saint Matthew

Our Patron

Winter 2011

Introduction


· Most widely diffused

· Primacy of Honor - Matthew’s account of Jesus
Homilies, Pastoral Letters, Theological Writings & Catechetical Instructions

Primacy of Honor

· First Gospel - one of the 12 apostles

· Well written and organized

· Beautiful Picture - Jesus’ Deeds and Discourses

· Old and New Covenant

· Good News is destined for Proclamation to whole world

The Author of Matthew

· Ancient Sources

· 2nd cent. - St Ireaneus of Lyon

· 3rd cent. - Origen and Tertullian

· 4th cent. - St Jerome and St John Chy.

· 5th cent. - St Augustine

· Gospel written by Matthew

Who? - Kata Maththaion

· “According to Matthew

· Earliest Greek texts - some version of title

· Strength of tradition, apostolic and Matthean authorship - uncontested position of theological scholarship for most of Christian History

Who? - Modern Scholarship

· Minority of Scholars - apostolic authorship

· Shift - Subordinate Gospel of Matthew to Gospel of Mark

· New Hypothesis - Mark written before, source for Matthew

· Why would apostle need other source?

Who? - Profile of Evangelist
Jewish Christian

· Seems to have known Hebrew

· Fulfillment of Scriptures

· Jewish Religious Customs and Institutions

Who? - Evangelist and Apostle

· Tradition - Author Matthew

· Critical Scholarship - Jewish Christian

· The Person fits the Profile

· As suitable as any candidate

Audience -  Written for/to

· Palestinian Christian

· Eastern Mediterranean

· Antioch in Syria

Antioch in Syria-Palestine

· Sizable Jewish Population

· Person and Authority of Peter

· St Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch

· Didache

· Inaugural Mission

Date of Matthew

· Latter half of first cent. AD

· Majority Camp - 80s or 90s

· Minority Camp - 50s or 60s

· Keys: Synoptic Problem, Fall of Jerusalem, Church’s relationship with Judaism in first century

Date: Synoptic Problem

· Mark was written first

· Matthew and Luke dependent

· Mark 50 or 70 AD?

Date: Conquest of Jerusalem

· 22:7 - The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 

· 24:1-28 - Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the temple. But he answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon another, that will not be thrown down.”. . . 

Date: Conquest (con’t)

· Historically 70 AD

· Prophicies in strict sense?

· Betray knowledge of events already accomplished?

Date: Church and Judaism

· Painful tension acknowledged

· Highlighted because in similar situation

Date: Late Advocates (90s)

· Rupture between church and synagogue: 13:54 - “and coming to his own country he taught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished.”

· Ties separated 85 AD - Jamnia

· Denouncement of Pharisees: 16:11 -“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
Date: Early Advocates (50s)

· Reply: Christians faced persecution from the beginning
· Pastoral relevance only before 70 AD

· Criticism against Sadducees

· Teaching about Temple: 17:24

Date: Conclusion

· Middle of the First Century

· Best sense of text in relation to its original readers

· Still - message for us even today

Structure of Matthew

· Five-fold Outline

· Refrain: “When Jesus finished these. . .”

· After delivery of a major sermon

· Infancy and Passion

· Relation to Torah?

Message of Matthew

· Gospel of the Kingdom

· Kingdom 50x

· Kingdom of Heaven 30x

Divine Perfection of the Kingdom of David

· Fulfill oath  - Ps 89:3-4

· Establish forever - 2 Sam 7:12-16

· Royal Messiah - New and Definitive David (BXVI) to reign forever as heir to his throne - Isa 9:6-7

· All a reality in Jesus!

Fulfillment

· Jesus reigns not in Jerusalem but from above (26:64)

· Wields “all power in heaven and on earth.” (28:18)

· Extending reach over the entire of creation

Kingdom Motif

· Christ

· The Church

· The Christian Vocation

Christology in Matthew

· Royal Davidic Line - King

· Messiah - Anointed One

· Son of David - descendant of David

· Like Solomon - entrance into City

Christology (con’t)

· Son of the Living God: 16:16 - He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

· And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-jona! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 

Ecclesiology in Matthew

· Messiah and ecclesial Community

· Ekklesia - 16:18 and 18:17

· Church and Kingdom

· Keys given to Peter

· Spiritual Authority rather than Political

Ecclesiology (con’t)

· Kingdom of Heaven in the Church in Mystery

· Lumen Gentium - “To carry out the will of the Father, Christ inaugurated the Kingdom of heaven on earth and revealed to us the mystery of that kingdom. By His obedience He brought about redemption. The Church, or, in other words, the kingdom of Christ now present in mystery, grows visibly through the power of God in the world.”

Discipleship in Matthew

· Principles, priorities and imperatives - define the Christian way of life

· Call to Repentance: 3:2

· Put Kingdom First: 6:25-33

· Pursue Righteousness: 5:17-42

Discipleship (con’t)

· Love - nothing less than unconditional love - a form of perfection.

· Light for the World

· Humility

· Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving (not only for Lent)

· Doing the will, possess the Kingdom
A Royal Son: The Genealogy

· 40 names - very captivating, right?

· Like watching other people’s home videos

· Name=Story

· Key events in Salvation History

Genealogy Intro

· A complete History

· Twists and Turns / Tragedies and Triumphs

· Plot of Dealing with Israel

· Climax in the announcement of Child

· Messianic Credentials

The Messiah

· Trace carefully down to Joseph

· Not biological descendant of Joseph

· Joseph - “the Husband of Mary”

The Book of the Genealogy

· The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

· Matthew 1:1

Mt 1:1 - Jesus Christ

· Joshua

· Popular Name

· Yahweh is Salvation

· 150x by Matthew

· Christ 

· Anointed One

· Messiah by Matthew

· Used 17x

Son of David / Son of Abraham

· Why David First? - Connection to great King - evokes Hope

· Belonging to Chosen People

· Name of Abraham - Father of Multitudes

· Theme of Worldwide blessings

The Royal Lineage

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 

and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, 

and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 

and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 

and Jesse the father of David the king. 

Lineage (con’t)

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 

and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, 

and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 

and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 

and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 

and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 
Lineage (are they still going?)

And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of She-alti-el, and She-alti-el the father of Zerubbabel, 

and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 

and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 

and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 

Lineage (land the plane!)

and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 

So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations.

Beginning of the Story

· Promise of Descendants

· Father to Son

· Women?

· Tamar

· Rahab

· Bathsheba

Where are the Ladies?

· Sinners

· Enter dysfunction to save us from sin

· Irregular Unions

· Adultery, Prostitutes and Gentiles

Royal Line

· With Non-Israelite Women

· All brought into Family thru Marriage

· Concern for Gentiles

· Has always brought them into Israel’s story

· Foundation for Universal Mission

Crescendo - David and Sons

· Build up from Abraham and Jesse to David and Solomon

· Highest point of Israel in history

· 12 tribes united

· Stability, prosperity, international influence

Minor Chords

· V7-10 - Evil Kings

· Rehoboam, Abijah, Joram, Ahaz, Manasseh and Amon

· Towards exile

· Horrors of invastion, destruction, and end of monarchy.

Climax of Genealogy

· Abraham and David - fall of kingdom and exile, 

· Royal Child - all of history directed

· Jesus who is called the Messiah

Break in Pattern

· No Father to Son here

· Joseph, husband of Mary

· How then is the royal line of David to Joseph passed on to Jesus if he is not the biological son of Joseph?

Annunciation to Joseph

· Mary was betrothed to Joe

· First Stage of two stages of Marriage

· One year with Parents

· Before they lived together

· Second Stage of Marriage

· Found with Child through the Holy Spirit

The Dream

· Take Mary into your Home

· Second Stage of Marriage

· You are to name him

· Claim the Child as his own

· All hereditary rights of a son

· Royal Davidic descent
Matthew and Anti-Semitism

· Most “Jewish” of 4 Gospels

· Reference to Hebrew Bible and Jewish Writings

· Jesus as the Fulfillment

· Interpreter of the Torah

· Read within the context of the crisis

What we skipped over . . .

· Infancy Narrative

· Magi & Herod

· Escape to Egypt

· Initial Public Ministry

· Baptism

· Temptation

· Early Ministry in Galilee

Magi & Herod

· Contrasting Responses

· Welcome

· Hostility

· All part of God’s plan

· Fulfillment Quotations

Initial Public Ministry

· John the Baptist - Preparations

· They grow up so quickly!

· 40 Days in the Wilderness
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