Putting the Kingdom into Action

The Sermon on the Mount
Matthew Chapters 5-7
Teachings of Jesus
 Five Major Speeches

· Sermon on the Mount - 5-7

· Missionary Sermon - 10

· Parables of the Kingdom - 13

· Ecclesial Life of Community - 18

· Eschatological Sermon - 24-25

First Discourse: The Sermon on the Mount

· Beatitudes (5:1-12)

· Vocation of Disciples (5:13-16)

· Fulfillment of the Law (5:17-46)

· Almsgiving/Prayer/Fasting (6:1-18)

· Wealth of Divine Providence (6:19-34)

· Judgment, Supplication and Golden Rule (7:1-12)

· Narrow Way, False Prophets, and True Disciples (7:13-23)

· Building on the Word of Jesus (7:24-29)

Kingdom of Heaven

· Keynote expression of Matthew

· Theologically Robust

· Enters thru Word and Words of Jesus

Dimensions of the Kingdom

· Ethical

· Ecclesiological

· Eschatological

Sermon on the Mount Simplified

· Beatitudes

· Our Father

· “Love your Enemies”

· EXPLOSIVE POWER!

Setting the Stage: Sermon

· National Crisis - Roman Rulers

· Assassinations and Replacements

· Resistance was futile

· God is King? Is he ruling?

· Peculiar People or Assimilation

Diverse Strategies/Responses

· Pharisees - Maintaining Holiness

· Essenes - Withdraw

· Zealots - Expel the Pagans

· REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM IS AT HAND

The Mountain Side

· Message they longed for . . . 

· And they flocked to him

Structure of Sermon

· Three Pillars of Judaism (5:17-7:12

· Torah (5:17-48)

· Temple Service (6:1-18)

· Alms, PRAYER (LORD’S PRAYER), Fasting

· Deeds of Loving Kindness (6:19-7:12)

· Loyalty, Judging others, Prayer

· Golden Rule

Beatitude formula

· Common Literary Form

· “Blessed is the One”

· Wisdom and Psalms

· Blessings in present life

· Late OT - Eschatological

Jesus’ Beatitudes

· Attitudes and Characteristics of a Disciple

· Frame of “Kingdom of Heaven”

· Reversal of Standards

· Portrait of the Author

Interpreting

· Jesus is teaching in Eschatological Framework - yet present behaviors

· Implications for personal and communal life

· Not for Christian elite, nor to just remind people of need for grace

· Shows how Jesus fulfills the L&P

· Authentic Interpretation of Torah

Beatitudes: Liturgy of the Church

· Solemnity of All Saints

· Mass for the Dead

· Confirmation

· Sacrament of Marriage

· Holy Orders

Our Father

· Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.

· Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our debts, As we also have forgiven our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 

Calling God “Abba”

· Ex 4:22 - Father to his people

· In Jesus - invitation to intimacy

· Aramaic - affectionate “Daddy”

· In Heaven? God of the Universe

Our Father

· Address to God

· Focus on God - 3 “you” petitions

· Thy Kingdom

· Our Needs - 4 “we” petitions

· Jewish Eighteen Benedictions

The Two Ways

· The New Moses

· Two Mountains

· Black and White - Final Outcome

· God’s way or our own way

· Choose LIFE!
Putting the Kingdom into Action

Manifestation of the Kingdom’s Power and Authority

Matthew Chapters 8-10

Actions speak louder than words

· “Light of the World”

· “Never was anything like this seen in Israel” (9:33)

· However, what was Jesus saying with these mighty deeds?

Looking back

· Through the eyes of John the Baptist 

· 11:4-5 -  4 And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see:  5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them.  6 And blessed is he who takes no offense at me.” 

Fulfilling the Prophets

· Is. 35:4-6 Behold, your God will come … He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;   then shall the lame man leap like a hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy.

· Restoration of Israel

· Light to the World!

Narrative: Nine Miracle Stories

· Three Healings (8:1-15)

· Jesus the Servant & Would-be Followers (8:16-22)

· Calming of the Storm (8:23-27)

· Healing of Demonized Men & a Paralyzed Man (8:28-9:8)

· Call of Matthew/Question of Fasting (9:9-17)

· Healing a Woman & an Official's Daughter (9:18-26)

· Healing the Two Blind Men and a Mute Demoniac (9:27-34)

· Compassion of Jesus and Choosing the Twelve (9:35-10:4)

Arrangement of Miracles I

· First Trio - People excluded from life in the Israelite Community, or who had a diminished position within Israel

· The Leper - Life from death, being made clean

· The Centurion Servant - Life to Gentiles

· Peter’s Mother-in-Law

The Leper

· Ritually Unclean

· “No man smitten in his flesh or paralyzed in his feet or hands, or lame, or blind, or deaf, or dumb, or smitten in his flesh with a visible blemish… non of these shall come to hold office among the congregation”

Centurion’s Response

· Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.

· New Roman Missal (Advent 2011) - Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

First Interlude - Cost of Discipleship 

Matt. 8:18-22

Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he gave orders to go over to the other side. And a scribe came up and said to him, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man has nowhere to lay his head.” Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead.” 

Arrangement of Miracles II

· Second Trio - Salvation to the World, triumph over the demonic

· The Storm / Earthquake - Stilled

· Demons Cast out - Exorcism

· A paralytic healed and forgiven

Paralytic Healed 9:1

· Friends helped bring him

· Not only healed, FORGIVEN!

· Sign of the New Covenant

Forgiveness of Sins

· Freedom from oppression and forgiveness - hand in hand!

· Jer 34 - for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

Call of the Sinner

· Sinners and Outcasts share a meal with him - Open Table Fellowship

· “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

· Mission as a Physician

· Mercy not Sacrifice

Second Interlude

· The Joy and Newness of the Kingdom

Arrangement of Miracles III

· Third Trio - The Newness of Jesus’ life-giving power displayed

· The Blood-flow stopped / Dead Raised

· Sight to the Blind

· Speech to the Dumb

Summary

· “And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity.” - 9:35

Crisis of Leadership

· Pharisees - accuse of working with Satan

· New Shepherds needed, new leaders

· “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” 9:36

Twelve Apostles

· Represents one who sends

· Shares in that Authority

· Build up the Church

· New Israel

· Jesus went about preaching the Gospel of the kingdom and healing

· The people were like "sheep without a shepherd"

· Pray the Lord to send out laborers

· Calls the twelve disciples

· GIVE THE TWELVE AUTHORITY
· The names of the twelve

· Jesus sends out the twelves

· Jesus sent them to "the lost sheep of the house of Israel"

· Apostles preached "the kingdom of heaven is at hand" and healed

Mission of the Twelve

· All Authority give to Twelve

· Representatives of Christ

· “He who receives you receives me” 10:40

· Successors to the Apostles = Bishops

Preface of the Apostles

· You are the eternal Shepherd
Who never leaves his flock untended
Through the apostles, you watch over us and protect us always.
You made them shepherds of the flock
to share in the work of your Son

