Advent Daily Prayer: The Book of Revelation

This is a guide for praying and reading the Book of Revelation during the liturgical season of
Advent 2025. This guide is intended to be read and prayed every day from November 30 —
December 24, 2025.

Third Week of Advent: December 14 - December 20

Sunday, December 14: The Seven Seals

Lectio Divina

Read the passage four times. Allow for contemplative silence in between the readings. Let
your mind fall silent, then, in faith, rest in the Mystery of God without looking at, listening to,
or talking to your thoughts.

Revelation 7:9-12; 8:1-5

After this | had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, from every
nation, race, people, and tongue. They stood before the throne and before the Lamb,
wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud
voice: “Salvation comes from* our God, who is seated on the throne, and from the
Lamb.” All the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures. They prostrated themselves before the throne, worshiped God, and
exclaimed: “Amen. Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving, honor, power, and
might be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” ... When he broke open the seventh seal,
there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. And | saw that the seven angels
who stood before God were given seven trumpets. Another angel came and stood at
the altar, holding a gold censer. He was given a great quantity of incense to offer, along
with the prayers of all the holy ones, on the gold altar that was before the throne. The
smoke of the incense along with the prayers of the holy ones went up before God from
the hand of the angel. Then the angel took the censer, filled it with burning coals from



the altar, and hurled it down to the earth. There were peals of thunder, rumblings,
flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.

Reflection

This week, we reflect on the dramatic battles of Revelation. This is the bulk of the
book, chapter six through chapter twenty. Further, this is the section of the book that
contains a great deal of symbolic violence. But it is also confusing. Careful readers of
Revelation may notice that the author tells the story in two different ways. He narrates the
plot in one way from Revelation 6:1 to Revelation 11:19. The first story unfolds in
successive scenes of sevens: seven angels, seven seals, and seal trumpets. John of
Patmos witnhesses the opening of the various seals and the blowing of the various
trumpets.

Then, in Revelation 12:1 to Revelation 20:15, John of Patmos witnesses the woman,
the dragon and its beasts, the warrior Lamb, the seven bowls, the fall of Babylon, and seven
visions of the end. Again, there are scenes of incredible and fantastic violence. The
passages containing violence symbolize both the consequences of the grave sins of empire
and the divine judgement on evil. Ultimately, both narrations revolve around the definitive
victory of God over evil.

lan Boxall details what happens at the beginning of the story in Revelation 6: “As the
Lamb breaks each seal in succession, but before the scroll is fully opened, John witnesses
a series of events: the emergence of four horsemen, symbolizing victory, bloodshed,
famine, and death, respectively (6:1-8); a vision of slaughtered souls under the altar, crying
out for God to act (6:9-11); and a mighty earthquake and other cosmic signs causing
human beings to hide (6:12-17)” (lan Boxall).

The first four seals are the infamous four horsemen of the Apocalypse. Michael
Gorman says these horsemen “represent a chain of events that human history has known
all too well: conquest, the breakdown of peace, death in war, economic injustice, famine
and disease. “[T]his first tidal wave of violent imagery expresses the apocalyptic insight that
the world’s suffering is allowed by God, but is more fundamentally a result of sin” (Gorman,
Reading Revelation Responsibly).

In Revelation 7, there is no war but preparations for a battle. Here we have the
famous 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel, which some fringe Protestant groups think this
is the exact number of those who will be saved at Armageddon. But it is only a symbol of
the whole people of God - ultimately all people everywhere. “144,000 is not a literal
number, but a symbolic number designating that number “which no one could count” (the



square of twelve, a number symbolizing completion, multiplied by a thousand, a biblical
number for a great multitude)” (Gorman).

Then, the slaughtered Lamb breaks open the seventh seal, and “there was silence in
heaven” (8:1). The seventh seal is heavenly silence. It is not a scene of destruction, but one
of quiet, calm, and bliss. Meister Eckhart says, “There is nothing so like God as silence.”
Thomas Keating adds, “Silence is God’s first language; everything else is a bad translation.”
St. John of the Cross advises us to “allow the soul to remain in rest and quietude.” Many
mystics tell us that silence is divine. And they invite us to practice interior silence: that
silence in which we are not looking at, listening to, or talking to our thoughts, i.e., the
silence in which we are not actively thinking. God is mystery transcending our minds. No
image or thought could ever grasp the divine reality. Thus, the deepest prayeris torestin
God by interior silence since this silence means letting go of thinking. No wonder the
seventh seal means heavenly silence!

Empires throughout history have violently subjugated and colonized foreign lands.
Once conquered, empires have always sought control. Thus, the first means of control has
been propaganda and directing people’s attention away from resistance to
accommodating to empire. The first space empire usually subjugates is the mind and its
desires. The silence of heaven that we practice in contemplative prayer, then, is the major
defense against and resistance to an imperial colonization of the mind and soul.
Contemplative silence grounds a spirituality of resistance to empire.

Resisting empire begins within and expands outwards. The Book of Revelation,
especially in the warlike and battle passages of chapters 6 through 19, offers the follower of
Jesus a spirituality of resistance to empire. Resistance begins within as we experience an
inner transformation through prayer. Personal liberation from false gods and their grip of
fear follows. Resistance to empire then expands outwards into our relationships so that we
do not replicate empire in our ways of relating to family, friends, coworkers, etc. It is not
easy because empire infects our minds with the fake fulfillment of consumer culture and
social media. Thus, the battle imagery accurately represents the experience of resisting
empire: itis a struggle. But it is a struggle we endure in faith and contemplative silence.
God assures us we will be victorious by the grace of the slaughtered Lamb.

Praxis

Read Revelation 6 — Revelation 8:5. A spirituality of resistance to empire is found in the
practice of contemplative silence, which means being present to God without giving
attention to one’s thinking. Practice contemplative silence today for ten to twenty minutes.



Monday, Dec 15: The First Six Trumpets

Lectio Divina

Read the passage four times. Allow for contemplative silence in between the readings. Let
your mind fall silent, then, in faith, rest in the Mystery of God without looking at, listening to,
or talking to your thoughts.

Revelation 9:13-21

Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and | heard a voice coming from the [four] horns
of the gold altar before God, telling the sixth angel who held the trumpet, “Release the
four angels who are bound at the banks of the great river Euphrates.” So the four
angels were released, who were prepared for this hour, day, month, and year to kill a
third of the human race. The number of cavalry troops was two hundred million; |
heard their number. Now in my vision this is how | saw the horses and their riders. They
wore red, blue, and yellow breastplates, and the horses’ heads were like heads of
lions, and out of their mouths came fire, smoke, and sulfur. By these three plagues of
fire, smoke, and sulfur that came out of their mouths a third of the human race was
killed. For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails are
like snakes, with heads that inflict harm. The rest of the human race, who were not
killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, to give up the
worship of demons and idols made from gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood, which
cannot see or hear or walk. Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic potions,
their unchastity, or their robberies.

Reflection

The Lamb opening the seventh starts a new round of sevens: seven angels blow
seven trumpets in Revelation 8:6 to Revelation 11:18. The trumpets are images of divine
judgment and wrath. “The judgment of the world originates in its failure to believe and be
faithful to this God. When it creates its own deities, it suffers the natural consequences of
deifying the non-divine. In this sense, judgment proceeds from the throne of God and from
the Lamb (6:16-17) because the rejection of the divine gift of life carries with itinherent



deadly consequences. Itis not, therefore, because imperial power and Lamb power co-
existin God that wrath descends from God’s throne, but because when humans reject
Lamb power they experience it as imperial disaster—disordered desire, death, and
destruction” (Reading Revelation Responsibly, Gorman). The judgment leads to deadly
catastrophes on earth in the form of angels: “the four angels were released, who were
prepared for this hour, day, month, and year to kill a third of the human race” (Rev. 9:15).
Other, scarier forms are monstrous locusts (Rev. 9:3-12) and cavalry troops (Rev. 9:16-19).
How might we understand these disasters?

The various violent calamities on earth serve as vivid and strange symbols for a
ferocious holiness. Terrifying angels and horses unleash terrors to kill many of the earth’s
inhabitants. But these people being killed are not innocent bystanders. They are active
participants in idolatry. Now, we should not interpret this to justify the literal murder of
people with different religions. The Book of Revelation is not endorsing fundamentalist
religious violence, as much as Christian Nationalists seem to think so. No, these heavenly
beings depict in a dramatic and violent way, the slaying of what keeps people from God: the
ego.

The saints, following Jesus, embody a holiness that ferociously devours all ego,
selfishness, sin, and evil. But in real life, this ferocity is gentle, nonviolent, and radiant. It is
still, nevertheless, extremely powerful because the saints radiate the incomprehensible
love of God.

In Revelation 8:6 through Revelation 9 (indeed for most of the story through
Revelation 19!), the life of heaven invades and consumes the earth. A spirituality of
resistance is one that allows God to invade all aspects of life so that Divine Love can
swallow up all fear, violence, selfishness, and sin — hallmarks of empire. One way we can
allow Divine Love to consume our lives is to follow the Practice of the Presence of God.

On his recent return flight from Lebanon to Rome, Pope Leo answered questions
from reporters. He told the journalists that, besides anything written by St. Augustine, the
one book that has helped him the most is The Practice of the Presence of God by Brother
Lawrence of the Resurrection.

Brother Lawrence describes the practice as simply enjoying God within one’s soul
all through the day. He ascribes neither rule nor measure to this practice and recommends
doing it as much as one can. He tells readers to pause and adore God within, even ifitis
just for a mere moment. “The holiest, most ordinary, and most necessary practice of the
spiritual life is that of the presence of God.” For him, this was all that was needed.



Jean Maalouf writes, “In the presence of God, Brother Lawrence felt neither lonely,
nor brokenhearted, nor bored. In the presence of God, he did not find a difference between
his time in prayer and his time in the kitchen.” He did not divide his life between the sacred
and the secular. He practiced in the streets as well as in church, in the home and at work.
For Lawrence, it was a matter of fostering the gentle, humble, and loving awareness of God
within throughout the day.

Brother Lawrence has a simple way to teach us. He advises us to allow our minds to
drop down into silent communion with God in our center. He speaks of keeping our hearts
fixed on God alone, whether through acts of adoration or praise or through continual
conversation. It is not only a matter of silent attentiveness to God, but also of talking to God
in our hearts all through the day as much as possible.

Lawrence is talking about a state of consciousness that is the consciousness of
heaven. Itis not consciousness of heaven as if heaven is some thing. Rather, the practice of
the presence of God means heavenly consciousness or God consciousness. Lawrence
defines it as “continual attention to God.” The practice is to remember God briefly
throughout the day gently, effortlessly, and by sinking within simply to be with God. We can
do it, Lawrence says, by an act of the imagination or by an act of the understanding. In
other words, we can practice the presence of God by using our imaginations or our simple
awareness of God within us. There is no off-limits method when it comes to practicing
presence. We do it in whatever way we can. “God does not ask a great deal of us: a brief
remembrance from time to time, a brief act of adoration.”

One can practice such a method anywhere and everywhere. We can be with God at
the dining room table, while stuck in traffic, or at a bar as much as we can in church. For
Lawrence, the practice of the presence of God is the sum total of the spiritual life. After all,
every religious practice is designed to connect us with God. Practicing the presence of God
connects us with God where it matters, which is in our everyday lives. Put differently, God
begins to consume our lives so that everything is holy. This is a ferocious holiness and it is
truly effective in the world in bringing others back to the happiness of knowing God.

Praxis

Read Revelation 8:6 to Revelation 9. Practice the presence of God today: whenever your
mind wanders or gets stuck in an upsetting emotion, bring it back to the divine presence
with prayer.



Tuesday, Dec 16: The Seventh Trumpet and Two
Witnesses

Lectio Divina

Read the passage four times. Allow for contemplative silence in between the readings. Let
your mind fall silent, then, in faith, rest in the Mystery of God without looking at, listening to,
or talking to your thoughts.

Revelation 11:3-6, 15-19

I will commission my two withesses to prophesy for those twelve hundred and sixty
days, wearing sackcloth.” These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands* that
stand before the Lord of the earth. If anyone wants to harm them, fire comes out of
their mouths and devours their enemies. In this way, anyone wanting to harm them is
sure to be slain. They have the power to close up the sky so that no rain can fall during
the time of their prophesying. They also have power to turn water into blood and to
afflict the earth with any plague as often as they wish.

Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet. There were loud voices in heaven, saying,
“The kingdom of the world now belongs to our Lord and to his Anointed, and he will
reign forever and ever.” The twenty-four elders who sat on their thrones before God
prostrated themselves and worshiped God and said:

“We give thanks to you, Lord God almighty,

who are and who were.

For you have assumed your great power

and have established your reign.

The nations raged,

but your wrath has come,

and the time for the dead to be judged,

and to recompense your servants, the prophets,

and the holy ones and those who fear your name,



the small and the great alike,
and to destroy those who destroy the earth.”

Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant could be seen in
the temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, and peals of thunder, an
earthquake, and a violent hailstorm.

Reflection

The Greek word for a “witness” is “martus, which comes into English as “martyr.” A
martyr is not primarily one who dies for the faith but one who remains faithful to God no
matter what and shows this by action. A martyr symbolizes the difference holiness makes
in life and society. Revelation 10 highlights the universal Christian vocation to be a
prophetic mystic. St. Teresa of Avila writes, “I truly believe that if a beginner strives, with the
help of God, to reach the summit of perfection, she will not reach heaven alone but will
bring many souls home with her.”

Our vocation is to pray, to love, and to transform the world through the love of God.
We change the world, first and foremost, by deep contemplative prayer and the practice of
universal and unconditional love for all. This is a holy life, and it will powerfully alter lives
and events in the world. “Holiness alone is effective in the world of people...holiness
begets holiness...a life given wholly to God is the most effective apostolate” (Ruth
Burrows).

God sends witnesses, martyrs or prophetic mystics, into the world to announce the
victory of God through the slaughtered Lamb. By their very lives, these martyrs announce,
“The kingdom of the world now belongs to our Lord and to his Anointed, and he will reign
forever and ever” (Rev 11:15). “The arrival of the end means not only the time for the dead
to be judged and God’s servants to be rewarded, but the time ‘to destroy those who destroy
the earth’ (11:18). Itis surprising to find this divine concern for the redemption of the
created world in a book so often treated as world-denying” (Gorman). Divine judgment -
the love of God shown in Christ Crucified — destroys those who want to ruin, murder, rape,
pillage, and utterly destroy the earth.

A spirituality of resistance to empire is a spirituality of witness. God liberates us
from empire, evil, and death in the cross of Jesus. God wants us to share in the divine
victory by our witness. “Revelation calls all Christians to refuse participation in acts that
express allegiance and devotion to the gods of power and might, whether military, political,
social, or economic. In the midst of Empire, the church is called to resistance in word and



deed as the inevitable corollary of faithfulness to God, a call that requires the prophetic
spiritual discernment provided by God’s Spirit in true worship. It means speaking truth to
power” (Gorman).

“The task of a witness is to speak courageously in word and deed, testifying to the
truth of God and prophesying against all falsehood that distorts and parodies divine truth”
(Gorman). Everyone who follows Christ Crucified, the slaughtered Lamb, witnesses to
God’s loving mystery by active nonviolent resistance to empire. A spirituality of resistance,
radiating from contemplative silence within, finds expression in numerous actions:
speaking truth to power, showing kindness in small and everyday ways to any and all,
standing in solidarity with groups being oppressed, protesting, boycotting, being creative
through art, and even going on strike.

Praxis

Read Revelation 10-11. Today, resist empire by small acts of kindness and discern how you
might contribute to group resistance by acts of solidarity, protest, or creativity.

Wednesday, Dec 17: The Woman and the Dragon

Lectio Divina

Read the passage four times. Allow for contemplative silence in between the readings. Let
your mind fall silent, then, in faith, rest in the Mystery of God without looking at, listening to,
or talking to your thoughts.

Revelation 12:1-6, 10-12

A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under
her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was with child and wailed aloud
in pain as she labored to give birth. Then another sigh appeared in the sky; it was a
huge red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on its heads were seven
diadems. Its tail swept away a third of the stars in the sky and hurled them down to the
earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman about to give birth, to devour her child
when she gave birth. She gave birth to a son, a male child, destined to rule all the



nations with an iron rod. Her child was caught up to God and his throne. The woman
herself fled into the desert where she had a place prepared by God, that there she
might be taken care of for twelve hundred and sixty days.

Then | heard a loud voice in heaven say:

“Now have salvation and power come,

and the kingdom of our God

and the authority of his Anointed.

For the accuser of our brothers is cast out,

who accuses them before our God day and night.
They conquered him by the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of their testimony;

love for life did not deter them from death.
Therefore, rejoice, you heavens,

and you who dwell in them.

But woe to you, earth and sea,

for the Devil has come down to you in great fury,

for he knows he has but a short time.”

Reflection

From Revelation 12:1 to Revelation 20:15, John of Patmos recounts the victory of
God and the Lamb over empire and all evil once again, but from the Church’s perspective.
In this passage, we have a pregnant woman “clothed with the sun” fleeing a dragon. We
read this passage and think Mary and Jesus are the woman and the child. The dragon is
clearly Satan. But there are two additional interpretations: “The two signs of a glorious,
pregnant woman and a dragon/serpent (12:1-6, 13-18) recall the origins of humanity’s
problem in Genesis 3” (lan Boxall, Christ in the Book of Revelation). Further, the woman is
also the church birthing new disciples of Jesus, and the church is continuously pursued by
the evil one who props up and controls empire in all its forms.



Regardless, the dragon represents definitive evil. And the dragon employs two
beasts to force the world the worship itself. The dragon deceives the world through these
beasts to draw them into idolatry. Now these evil creatures appear grotesque and wild:
they have multiple heads and horns. Different beastly body parts look like different
animals.

The dragon and the two beasts have multiple heads, horns, and body parts. They
represent the fractured nature of evil. Using means of division and distraction, evil ruins,
corrupts, and destroys God’s good creation. The beasts entice the world to worship of the
dragon through pleasures, comforts, commodities, and, most of all, greed and lies.

“We are best to interpret this beast as a symbol of all oppressive rulers, albeit
finding concrete manifestation in John’s day in the Roman empire. Its ‘number (666,
although 616 is also attested) is the numerical value of Nero Caesar, persecutor of Roman
Christians, when written in Hebrew letters. The second beast seems to symbolize local
elites (whether in the holy land, or, more likely, in the province of Asia) who support the
“beastly” characteristics of imperial Rome, politically, religiously, and economically” (lan
Boxall, Christ in the Book of Revelation). The beasts are empire, tools of Satan, which
distract us with comforts and greed and divide us through lies and illusions about the
nature of reality (i.e., the worship of false gods).

A spirituality of resistance to empire counsels a simplified life, that is, a life
grounded in God alone and that births love for all. Whatever distracts us from God, the
slaughtered Lamb calls us to abandon. Whatever divides us is to be overcome through
nonviolent love. Indeed, the empire and Satan have already been defeated. All we have to
do, in a spirituality of resistance, is live the victory of God and the Lamb. This means living
in the presence of God consciously, witnessing to the true nature of reality, which is the
incomprehensible love of God revealed in the cross.

Once the scene between the dragon and the pregnant woman concludes, John of
Patmos hears a heavenly voice intone: “Now have salvation and power come, and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Anointed. For the accuser of our brothers is
cast out” (Rev 12:10). The brothers and sisters — the church — defeat the evil one and
empire by the slaughtered Lamb: “They conquered him by the blood of the Lamb” (Rev.
12:11). The defeat of evil only occurs through the nonviolence transformation of the cross,
through mercy and love as manifested in the death of Jesus. We enjoy this victory through
faith and prayer.

Praxis



Read Revelation chapters 12-13. Review your life and see where you experience division
and distraction. Into these areas of life, bring more prayer.

Thursday, Dec 18: Letting Go

Lectio Divina

Read the passage four times. Allow for contemplative silence in between the readings. Let
your mind fall silent, then, in faith, rest in the Mystery of God without looking at, listening to,
or talking to your thoughts.

Revelation 14:1-13

Then | looked and there was the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with him a hundred
and forty-four thousand who had his name and his Father’s name written on their
foreheads. | heard a sound from heaven like the sound of rushing water or a loud peal
of thunder. The sound | heard was like that of harpists playing their harps. They were
singing [what seemed to be] a new hymn before the throne, before the four living
creatures and the elders. No one could learn this hymn except the hundred and forty-
four thousand who had been ransomed from the earth. These are they who were not
defiled with women; they are virgins and these are the ones who follow the Lamb
wherever he goes. They have been ransomed as the firstfruits of the human race for
God and the Lamb. On their lips no deceit has been found; they are unblemished.

Then | saw another angel flying high overhead, with everlasting good news to
announce to those who dwell on earth, to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people. He
said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, for his time has come to sit in
judgment. Worship him who made heaven and earth and sea and springs of water.”

A second angel followed, saying: “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, that made all the
nations drink the wine of her licentious passion.”

A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice, “Anyone who worships the beast
or its image, or accepts its mark on forehead or hand, will also drink the wine of God’s
fury, poured full strength into the cup of his wrath, and will be tormented in burning
sulfur before the holy angels and before the Lamb. The smoke of the fire that torments
them will rise forever and ever, and there will be no relief day or night for those who



worship the beast or its image or accept the mark of its name.” Here is what sustains
the holy ones who keep God’s commandments and their faith in Jesus. | heard a voice
from heaven say, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.”
“Yes,” said the Spirit, “let them find rest from their labors, for their works accompany
them.”

Reflection

Michael Gorman notes something important about Revelation: “the warfare in
Revelation is not literal, and the best proof of this is its paradoxical character: Jesus’
followers share in Jesus’ victory by their faithful witness and sacrificial death rather than by
engaging in military violence” (Gorman, Reading Revelation Responsibly).

Violence erupts from empire. Those who worship the beast or the dragon are the
ones who perpetuate the cycle of violence whether in the family, in the nation, or between
countries and ethnic groups. We oppose this violence by faith and love working through
letting go, presence, truth-telling, and peace. Letting go is a gentler way to describe the
practice of dying in God. Hence, the angel declares, “Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord” (Revelation 14:13). Everything depends on letting go of the idols that empire holds up
for us to become obsessed with — money, power, pleasure in various and multiple forms.
This letting go happens within, that is, by contemplative prayer. Again, we return to them
central theme of Revelation: worship God alone — not only in a church building on Sundays
butin your hearts on a daily (perhaps moment-by-moment) basis.

Bruce Metzger wisely comments on 14:1-20: “[T]his picture of wrath and hell means
nothing more or less than the terrible truth that the sufferings of those who persistin
rejecting God’s love in Christ are self-imposed and self-perpetuated. The inevitable
consequence is that if they eternally persistin such rejection, God will never violate their
personality. Whether any soul will in fact eternally resist God, we cannot say.30 Another
way to say that judgment is a means rather than an end is also to recognize that God’s
judgment is not fundamentally about God’s power but about God’s persistence. Or we
might say it is about God’s mission, the missio Dei. Nothing can or will thwart the purposes
of God to liberate, save, and redeem the world.” Nothing will stop God’s love from winning
in every person’s life!

Praxis



What preoccupies you? Let it surface in your mind. Offer it to God; let the thoughts around
this preoccupation pass away as you descend into God’s silence. Practice letting go of
what keeps you from love.

Friday, Dec 19: Empire is Already Defeated

Lectio Divina

Read the passage four times. Allow for contemplative silence in between the readings. Let
your mind fall silent, then, in faith, rest in the Mystery of God without looking at, listening to,
or talking to your thoughts.

Revelation 18:1-8

After this | saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and
the earth became illumined by his splendor.

He cried out in a mighty voice:

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great.

She has become a haunt for demons.

She is a cage for every unclean spirit,

a cage for every unclean bird,

[a cage for every unclean] and disgusting [beast].
For all the nations have drunk

the wine of her licentious passion.

The kings of the earth had intercourse with her,
and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her drive for luxury.”
Then | heard another voice from heaven say:
“Depart from her, my people,

so as not to take part in her sins

and receive a share in her plagues,



for her sins are piled up to the sky,

and God remembers her crimes.

Pay her back as she has paid others.

Pay her back double for her deeds.

Into her cup pour double what she poured.
To the measure of her boasting and wantonness
repay her in torment and grief;

for she said to herself,

‘l sit enthroned as queen;

| am no widow,

and | will never know grief’

Therefore, her plagues will come in one day,
pestilence, grief, and famine;

she will be consumed by fire.

For mighty is the Lord God who judges her.”

Reflection

Babylon is the ultimate biblical symbol of empire; the fall of Babylon is certain
because God has won through the blood of the Lamb. The death and resurrection of Jesus
was the definitive victory over evil. Evilupholds empire. So, “John is projecting high-
definition images, with the volume fully turned up, proclaiming, ‘Babylon is doomed!
Nothing is more certain.’ As in all rhetoric, the repetition is for emphasis, and the message
is one of both promise and warning” (Gorman, Reading Revelation Responsibly).

The victory of God over empire in all its forms, including the American empire and
the authoritarianism of the current administration with its ICE thugs and cruel
impoverishment of millions abroad and at home, has already been accomplished through
the cross. But, we are bound to ask, why is empire still here?

Simply put, the victory of God has happened objectively but not subjectively. God
has saved the world cosmically and spiritually, but human history has opposed this divine



salvation due to the ego. We have been mesmerized by an insatiable need for security,
control, and affection.

Each one of us has an ego, and that means there is a deep fear that this life is all
there is, there are limited resources, and we have to secure ours before anyone else. We
have this fear because we grow up not knowing that we are already one with the Mystery of
God. When we do not know this, we search for happiness in all the wrong ways, ways that
inevitably cause hurt and destruction to ourselves and others. Then, when these same
egos collaborate, empire is born.

Empire allures everyday people with promises of security; often this security is
coded racists, sexist, homophobic, or xenophobic. Empire is a system of violent political
and economic domination. But itis also a system of cultural domination through
propaganda. Of course, the message is that empire has divine status and sanction, and,
therefore, can do whatever it wants (this is idolatry). Empire spreads its message through
conventional media: temples and inscriptions in the days of Rome, websites and TV
stations in our own day.

“Empire self-presents as aesthetically pleasing and full of benefactions to its
subjects, both great and small, but in fact this appearance masks many ‘abominations,’
which constitute the essence of the imperial character (17:4). Among these abominations
are practices that use, abuse, and oppress defenseless human beings, treating them like
commodities. Contemporary examples include human trafficking, sweat shops, abortion
without restraint—and many more abuses of power” (Gorman, Reading Revelation
Responsibly).

The violent visions John of Patmos experiences depict what the world looks like if
the empire is in control. This is a world we know well. “The nightmarish visions reveal the
horror of a world in which the emperor rather than God is in control” (Boxall, Christ in the
Book of Revelation). Our vocation as followers of Jesus is to witness to the truth: God alone
is the center of reality, not Caesar or the president. Thus, the Book of Revelation’s
spirituality of resistance to empire revolves around worship: pay attention to and give
ultimate allegiance God, which entails withdrawing allegiance to empire. Revelation
announces the end of all empire. Love wins in the end. All will be well. We must trust God
will make everything well even as we resist empire in all its forms.

Praxis



Read Revelation 17-18. Resist empire today by doing what you are doing (work, parenting,
chores) for the love of God. Let go of being concerned about reward, recognition, or
results.

Saturday, Dec 20: Visions of the End

Lectio Divina

Read the passage four times. Allow for contemplative silence in between the readings. Let
your mind fall silent, then, in faith, rest in the Mystery of God without looking at, listening to,
or talking to your thoughts.

Revelation 19:5-9

A voice coming from the throne said:
“Praise our God, all you his servants,
[and] you who revere him, small and great.”

Then | heard something like the sound of a great multitude or the sound of rushing
water or mighty peals of thunder, as they said:

“Alleluia!

The Lord has established his reign,

[our] God, the almighty.

Let us rejoice and be glad

and give him glory.

For the wedding day of the Lamb* has come,
his bride has made herself ready.

She was allowed to wear

a bright, clean linen garment.”

(The linen represents the righteous deeds of the holy ones.)



Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who have been called to the
wedding feast of the Lamb.”

Reflection

This section has seven visions of the End. Now let us reflect on what the End of the
world actually is. The End is God as revealed by Christ Crucified. And the song in Revelation
19 celebrates God’s definitive victory over evil and death so that all creation can enjoy God.

There is a plethora of literature about the end of the world. Movies and television
shows often treat the theme and make it their main subject. As a culture, we seem
oftentimes obsessed with predictions of the end and with how the Bible factors in to this
vision. Many Christians firmly believe the end is coming, and soon. Many proclaim Jesus is
about to come back. The early church lived with a vivacious expectation of the second
coming of Jesus. But we hear that phrase, namely “the second coming,” and we might
wince or dismiss it. Itis, however, a core Catholic belief. In today’s first reading, an angel
says to the gathered disciples as they watch Jesus ascend into heaven, “This Jesus who
has been taken up from you into heaven will return in the same way as you have seen him
going into heaven.” Jesus will return. What does it mean to believe Jesus will return?

The END is when God through Jesus Christ and in the Holy Spirit decisively appears
and triumphs over all evil. It is when God will be fully revealed as our God and we will
definitely be God’s people...when God will be all in all, when salvation will happen in a final
and definitive way, when God will utterly transform all things. We will be risen from the
dead, a new heavens and a new earth.

This is our hope based on the Risen and Ascended Christ. All of creation, at the
dawning of the second coming of Jesus, will be completely transfigured. All will share in
God’s own life. Truly, God is our final goal. The Eschaton is the mercy and mystery of God.
Meister Eckhart says, “The final goal of being is the darkness or the unknowability of the
hidden divinity.” Our home is the mystery of God, and that mystery is pure mercy.

We share in this final reality right now through faith. We can know the Eschaton, the
hidden divinity and unknowability of God, here and now. We can hasten the Eschaton by
taking the Gospel path of enlightenment that results in the deep knowledge of God. The
final mystery, the Eschaton, can begin now as we each realize oneness with God. Such
enlightenment occurs as we let go, die to self, and abide in the Presence of God within us.
The transformation of the cosmos begins with me, right here and right now.



Theologian Anthony Kelly movingly writes, “The whole mystery of salvation is
oriented to bring to completion the living dialogue with God that is the basic feature of our
being. Though we coexist or ‘in-exist’ within material creation, we are more. We ‘ex-ist,
thatis, we ‘stand out’ from material creation in an immediate and conscious relationship to
God. This is what distinguishes the human creature from all else in the material universe.
To be human is to be beholden to the ‘No-thing’ that is outside all creation. Itis to be faced
with the ‘No One’ that is like no one else. For the spiritinhabits a limitless ‘Nowhere’
beyond all boundaries and locations. Ittouches on the ‘No Time, the eternal, which gives
meaning and direction to all our days. Itis a living relationship to the utterly transcendent
and unimaginably immanent ‘Other,’ who is the source of all being.”

Each one of us enjoys this relationship with the Holy Mystery this very moment. The
Incomprehensible Nothingness is within us, which we can as we let go of our thinking, and
rest in faith. If we practice letting go, we will change. We will be renewed, and God will ask
us to share this enjoyment of the Divine Mystery with everyone around us. God wills the
salvation of all and wants all to experience the divine happiness without delay. When we
hand ourselves over trustingly to the Holy Mystery, we discover the End can begin now, and
the universe will never be the same.

Praxis

Read Revelation 19 — 20. Today, sink into God through contemplative silence. Then, ask
yourself, who is suffering around me? Who needs to be listened to? Who needs to
experience the Presence through loving acceptance? Intend to manifest this Presence
today to someone who needs it.



