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Vocation \vé-'ka-shan\

A summons or strong drive to a particular course of action,
career, or occupation; a divine call to consecrated life or
diocesan holy orders.

Pronunciation: https://tinyurl.com/Take5-vocation

CONTEXT

Many people mistake our work for our vocation. Our
vocation is the love of Jesus.
—Mother Teresa

No vocation is born of itself or lives for itself. A vocation
flows from the heart of God and blossoms in the good soil of
faithful people.

—Pope Francis

Everybody, no matter what vocation they're looking at,
should add music as an essential to their curriculum. Music
can be a very important part of your soul and your growth as
a human being. It's so powerful.

—Quincy Jones

WHY IT MATTERS

Each of us, through our Baptism, is called by God to follow
the path of love. Our unique and particular response is our
vocation. The church generally refers to four types of
vocations: marriage, single life, holy orders, and religious life.
It is up to each of us to discern the vocation that will give us
the greatest sense of fulfillment and joy and lead us to
holiness.

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: The Beatitudes
express the vocation of the faithful and shed light on the
actions and attitudes characteristic of the Christian life (1717).

From Vita Consecrata: In the unity of the Christian life, the
various vocations are like so many rays of the one light of

Christ, whose radiance brightens the countenance of the
Church.

RELATED WORDS

Discipleship | Charism | Consecrated Life

Vocation: Does everyone have one?

Vocation is one of those words that tends to elicit a host of
questions. What does it mean that God “calls” us? Does God
plan our lives? Is free will a polite fiction, when God has our
destiny all worked out in advance? The short answers are:
Our freedom is real, human history has no blueprint, and God
is prepared to greet any choice we might make with a
constellation of grace and possibility. So feel—really and
seriously—free.

Yet we say God calls us. To what, if not to particular things?
God calls us to fullness of life. God wants you to be
everything you can be, to the height and breadth and depth of
your being. God wants you to be fully alive, which means
loving, giving, expressing, and radiant—just as God is. We're
made in the image and likeness of God. So answer that call,
and you have stepped into your vocation for sure.

—Alice Camille, from Questions Catholics Ask https://tinyurl.
com/QCA-vocation

SOLEMNITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, THE MOTHER OF
GOD (JANUARY 1)

Bring Christ to bear

We begin the new year in the glow of the Christmas season
of new life. Our focus today, however, is not so much on the
child Jesus in the manger but on his mother, Mary. We bring
to mind and heart the woman who said yes: Yes to being the
Mother of God. Yes to becoming a vehicle for God to become
incarnate in the world. It is fitting to honor Mary and walk with
her as we enter resolutely into the new year.

Reabings: Numbers 6:22-27; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21 (18
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/010124.cfm). "The Lord
let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!"

FAITH IN ACTION

How does God call us to be bearers of Christ? We can start
with offering Christ and all others the fullness of our love.
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