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About the Director

Sandra Chandler is Director of Choral Activities at Alexander High
School, Douglasville, GA and the conductor of Georgia Canto, a multigenera-
tional community choir. Sandra has been a choral music educator in the Geor-
gia and Texas public school systems for over thirty years, and is currently re-
sponsible for teaching Mastery Choir, Advanced Chorus, multiple beginning
choral classes, Show Choir and musical theater productions at Alexander. She is
the Douglas County Choral Resource teacher responsible for staff development
and mentoring middle and high school choral directors in her county. She is an
accomplished conductor, adjudicator and remains active as a performing pianist.

Sandra’s choirs have performed at Carnegie Hall and the Cathedral of St. John
Divine, New York City, have participated in international concert tours through-
out Italy, England and Ireland, and have performed in festivals in Hawaii, Bos-
ton, Chicago, Los Angeles, Nashville, Orlando and additional locations. Her
choirs and productions have received superior ratings and critical acclaim in-
cluding nominations in the Shuler Awards. In 2018, she lectured and adjudicat-
ed at the “China International Chorus Festival” in Beijing and lectured at the
2019 Xi’an International Choral Festival in Xi’an, China. Sandra was chosen by
her peers as “Teacher of the Year” for 2011-2012 and system winner Star Teach-
er in 2006.

Prior to teaching at Alexander, Sandra

taught at schools on all levels in Geor- -

gia and Texas. Sandra graduated from ﬁ "*‘
Shorter College, Rome, Georgia with a / R |
Bachelor degree in Music Education, - >
studied at the State University of West
Georgia, and received her Master of
Arts Education degree from Central
Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI. g
She is an active participant and holds
professional membership in the Amer-
ican Choral Directors Association, the
National Association for Music Educa-
tion, and the Georgia Music Educators
Association. Her writing is currently
featured in the Choral Reviews section
of the Choral Journal. Sandra resides
in Lithia Springs, Georgia with her
husband Keith.




About the Accompanist

LeAndra Douds currently lives in Winston, Georgia. She is in 12th grade
and attends Alexander High School. She thoroughly enjoys music of all kinds,
classical, pop and rock. She plays the piano and harp and is a member of Alex-
ander High School chorus. She has played the piano for eleven years and has
played the concert pedal harp for seven
years.

LeAndra toured Ireland with the Alexander
High School Chorus and was the featured so-
loist and accompanist. She toured Mexico
with the Buckhead Youth Orchestra during
June of 2016. She is currently Co-Principal
harpist of the Atlanta Symphony Youth Or-
chestra. She also plays for the Atlanta Harp

Ensemble which performs two concerts. In
addition, LeAndra performs for weddings, church and other private events.

LeAndra hopes to attend a music conservatory for college to become a concert
harpist and also teach music.



About the Accompanist

Wayne Gilreath is an active perform-
er, teacher, and church musician. He holds
a Bachelor of Music degree in Piano Per-
formance (2005) from the University of
West Georgia where he studied with Pro-
fessor George Mann. His Master of Music
degree in Piano Performance (2007) is
from the University of Tennessee where
his teachers included Dr. David Northing-
ton (principal teacher), Dr. Christy Lee
(collaborative piano), and Mr. John Brock
(organ). Wayne continues his organ stud-

ies with Ms. Sarah Hawbecker, organist at
the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Atlanta.

A member of the Music Teachers’ National Association, Wayne recently presented
a lecture-recital at the 2015 Georgia Music Teachers’ Conference entitled
“Listening for the bells: teaching the piano music of Arvo Pért”. In 2014, he was
guest artist with the University of West Georgia Wind Ensemble performing Ed-
ward Grieg’s famous Piano Concerto in A minor. Wayne is also a member of the
Atlanta Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.



About the Alexander Choir

Alexander High School is located just west of Atlanta. The choral de-
partment is thriving with six
unique choirs that perform
often in school, throughout
the community, out of state
and internationally. In the
2018 — 2019 year they were
featured on the stage of Car-
negie Hall, lead in a worship
service at The Cathedral of
Saint John the Divine in
NYC, featured choir at Geor-
gia Music Educators Conference, received superior ratings at adjudicat-

ed festivals, performed at Oglethorpe University, Truett McConnell Uni-
versity and Berry College, held master classes with Paul Phoenix
(formally of The King’s Singers), master class with Joseph Lattanzi
(opera), multiple performances with Dr. Tim Sharp (ED ACDA) includ-
ing his “Come Away to the Skies: A High Lonesome Mass”, performed
at Disney World Disney Springs and were featured in many local con-
certs and events.

Their repertoire includes Benjamin Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols,
Madrigals, Sacred songs including “introitus and Kyrie” from W.A. Mo-
zart Requiem, “Glory Be to God” from Rachmaninov Vespers, “Credo”
from J.S. Bach Mass in B Minor, “Amen” from G.F. Handel Messiah,
Come Away to the Skies” A High Lonesome Mass by Wes Ramsay and
Tim Sharp, Spirituals, and other contemporary composers such as Eriks
ESenvalds, Jake Runestad, Ola Gjeilo.



The Choir in Action
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In the News
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Sandra Chandler, center,

ARTIST'S CORNER

Congratulations to Sandra Maloney
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Repertoire of the Alexander High
School Chorus

Alexander Mastery Choir

at Carnegie Hall

Women's Mastery March 2019

Alexander Mastery at
GMEA Conference

Recordings of the Alexander Choirs



https://youtu.be/tQnw-L_lal4
https://youtu.be/tQnw-L_lal4
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/38h2yta7mv2160u/AAAf-MAqc15mY9ssS3k6J5Dba?dl=0
https://youtu.be/yaZ7zjeLlDY
https://youtu.be/yaZ7zjeLlDY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtFuXg9sYlg

