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Introduction

· The setting: What does it mean to be a Christian? 

· Radical Decision to be a follower of Jesus

· Close Friendships with previously shunned

· Wealthy with slaves

· Devout with formerly decadent

· Jewish nationalists with Roman soldiers

Ridicule and persecution

· Ridicule of others for the absurdity of following a carpenter from a backwater village who had suffered the most ignominious form of capital punishment.

· Imprisonment, torture, death in brutal situations

St Agnes (c. 291 – c. 304)

· Later Martyr

· Age 13 - Refusal to marry, vow of virginity

· Memorial Celebrated January 21

· Female Martyr named in the Roman Canon or Eucharistic Prayer I

Overflowing Joy 
The Good News!

· Bursting with Good News in the Gospel!

· Old English  - gōd-spell, meaning "good news" or "glad tidings". 

· Greek -  εὐαγγέλιον,

· euangelion (eu- "good", -angelion "message").

· The Greek word "euangelion" is also the source (via Latinised "evangelium") of the terms "evangelist" and "evangelism" in English.

· The “original” evangelization!

The Good News before the Book

· Good news of redemption through the propitiatory offering of Jesus Christ for one's sins, 

· Paul the Apostle used the term εὐαγγέλιον when he reminded the people of the church at Corinth "of the gospel I preached to you" (1 Corinthians 15:1). 

· Christ's appearances after the Resurrection (15.3 – 8)

Not merely an edifying story . . . 

· For Paul, for Mark, for those who encountered him, for you and me also . . 

· An event that changed the course of world history, a culmination of the promises

· An event that dramatically changed Mark’s life, and ours

You are there!

· Same adventure as those first invited to embarked on the same adventure as Mark and friends, Jesus’ disciples

· Encountering Jesus

· Growing in Knowledge of who he truly is

· Committing one’s whole life to him.

R.S.V.P

· A response is required

· It is impossible to be a neutral bystander

· See ourselves reflected in the disciples, in the crowds, in other characters

· Respond to the provocative words and deeds of the Carpenter from Nazareth

Revelation - Dei Verbum #2

· In His goodness and wisdom God chose to reveal Himself and to make known to us the hidden purpose of His will (see Eph. 1:9) by which through Christ, the Word made flesh, man might in the Holy Spirit have access to the Father and come to share in the divine nature (see Eph. 2:18; 2 Peter 1:4). 

Revelation - Dei Verbum #2 (con’t)

· Through this revelation, therefore, the invisible God (see Col. 1;15, 1 Tim. 1:17) out of the abundance of His love speaks to men as friends (see Ex. 33:11; John 15:14-15) and lives among them (see Bar. 3:38), so that He may invite and take them into fellowship with Himself. 

Revelation - Dei Verbum #2 (con’t)

· This plan of revelation is realized by deeds and words having in inner unity: the deeds wrought by God in the history of salvation manifest and confirm the teaching and realities signified by the words, while the words proclaim the deeds and clarify the mystery contained in them. By this revelation then, the deepest truth about God and the salvation of man shines out for our sake in Christ, who is both the mediator and the fullness of all revelation.
The Words and Deeds of Jesus

· Provoke a question at the heart of it all

· After calming of the storm - “Who then is this?” (4:41)

· At Ceasera Philipi - “But who do you say that I am?” (8:29)

Mark’s Answer

· 1:1

· The Gospel of Jesus Christ, Son of God!

· Personal Encounter with Him!

What will our answer be?

The Author of Mark

· Greek - Kata Markon - 3rd century manuscripts

· Peter as primary source for info on Jesus’ life

· 2nd cent. - Papias thru Eusebius (303 AD)

· 2nd cent. - Clement of Alexandria

· 2nd cent. - St Ireaneus (Polycarp and John)

· 3rd cent. - Origen and Tertullian

Diverse Testimony - France, North Africa, Palestine, Turkey

Who? - Kata Markon

· According to Mark

· Earliest Greek texts - some version of title

· Strength of tradition, apostolic and Marcan authorship - uncontested position of theological scholarship for most of Christian History

Mark - The Second Gospel

· Bulk of history - insignificant

· Augustine - follower, lackey and digester of Matthew

· Set up patristic attitude

· Authority to Apostles, apostolic viri, 

· No commentaries for centuries

· Venerable Bede (673-735 AD)

Mark and Peter

· Close association with Peter

· 1 Peter  - Greetings from Mark, my Son, from Babylon 

· Acts 10 - Early Preaching follows structure

· Discovering Jesus Day-by-Day

Vivid Details from Stories

· Reflecting eyewitness?

· 4:38 - Cushion in the boat

· 3:17 - Nicknaming of James and John

· 5:3-5 - Condition of demon possessed man

“John” Mark and Friends

· Acts 12:12 - John Mark - mother’s house was center of early Christian community

· Acts 12:25 - Returned to Jerusalem with Paul and Barnabas

The Break-up: Paul and Barnabas

· “And Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark. But Paul thought best not to take with them one who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia, and had not gone with them to the work. And there arose a sharp contention, so that they separated from each other; Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus,”
(Acts 15:37-39, RSV)

Mark in Paul’s letters from Rome

· Reconciled from within Prison letters

· Philemon 24 - a coworker

· Col 4:10 - Mark the cousin of Barnabas

· 2 Tim 4:11 - instructs Timothy to “get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful.”

Mark among the Gospels

· Neglected for many years

· Mark is a shortened Matthew

· 661 verses in Mark

· 90% found in Matthew

· 55% found in Luke

· Not considered distinctive

Modern Scholarship and the Synoptic Problem

· Why are the three so different, yet similar?

· Is there literary dependence?

· Who copied from whom?

· Which was composed first?

· New Hypothesis - Mark written before, source for Matthew

Mark, the most Ancient

· Verbal correspondence too extensive

· Greater source than basic common oral tradition

· Luke and Matthew

· Jesus’ teachings from a different hypothetical source labeled Q

· German word Quelle for source

· Mark - closer to actual events, without extra interpretations

Focus of Modern Scholarship

· Literary artistry of Gospel

· Complexity of the process it came to be

· Distinctive theological voice expressed in it

· Impressive link to Rome and community there.

For whom & when did Mark write?

· Roman Christians before 70 AD

· Persecutions of the Great Fire 64 AD

· Oppositions by powerful leaders

· Around Peter and Paul’s Martyrdom

· Content based:

· Persecutions from the outside

· Divisions from the inside

Historical Situation

· Roman Community

· Persecutions; Executions; Betryals

· After fire, Nero shifted blame to Christians

· Tacitus, the Historian  - 115 AD

· Fulfillment of the Prophecies

Meaningful to early Christians

· Shadow of the Cross

· Opposition from powerful leaders

· Persecutions

· Betrayals

Theme of the Cross

· Jesus to follow John’s being handed over

· Plots to destroy Jesus from the beginning

· Hints of Death at arrival in Jerusalem

Crisis and Betrayal

· “But take heed to yourselves; for they will deliver you up to councils; and you will be beaten in synagogues; and you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, to bear testimony before them. And the gospel must first be preached to all nations. And when they bring you to trial and deliver you up, do not be anxious beforehand what you are to say; but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. And brother will deliver up brother to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved. ”
(Mark 13:9-13, RSV)

Fears, Flaws and Failures

· Those of the first disciples

· Sons of Zebedee - drink from cup

· Peter betrays and . .  is restored

· Audience knows forgiveness and restoration, his courageous leadership and heroic martyrdom.

· If he can be forgiven his apostasy and betrayal, so other who had given up their fellow Christians can be forgiven.

God’s purposes are not foiled by human failure or opposition!

Literary Style in the Gospel

· What does it mean to be a Christian? 

· Radical Decision to be a follower of Jesus

· How are these supported?

Simplicity of Style

· Unlettered religious enthusiast

· Simple koine Greek - “Street Language”

· Disparaged as unrefined and vulgar

· One story after another, no connections

· Yet, a certain poetry

Recovery of Mark

· Historian, Theologian, Pastor

· Not random!

· Skillfully weaves stories together in pursuit of his aims - theological and pastoral

· Narrative style is most vivid of the Gospels

· “self-consciously crafted narrative, resulting from imagination, not photographic detail.”

Vivid and Detailed Narratives

· “You are there”

· Gerasene Demoniac (5:1-20)

· Jairus’ daughter and woman’s faith (5:21-43)

· Epileptic boy (9:14-29)

· Real and vivid omitted by Luke and Matthew

Emotions of Jesus

· Great human realism

· Compassion - 1:41

· Strong displeasure - 1:43

· Surprise at disbelief - 6:5

· Deep Sigh - 8:12

· Indignation - 10:14

· Love - 10:21

Emotions of the Crowds

· Wonder (15:5,44)

· Astonishment (1:27; 2:12; 10:24)

· Fear (9:6; 10:32)

· Perplexity (6:20)

Past and Present Tense

· “  A leper comes to him and, and kneeling down begs him saying, “If you wish, you can make me clean.” Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him, and he says to him, “I do will it; be made clean.” The leprosy left him immediately, and he was made clean. Then, warning him sternly, he dismissed him at once, and says to him, “See that you tell no one anything.” (Mark 1:40-44)

Kai within the narrative

· A child telling a story

· Simple joiner “and”

· Used 88x to begin the story

· Used by Homer and OT Books

Euthys within Narrative

· “Immediately”

· Used 42x in Mark

· 7x in Matthew and 1x in Luke

· Sense of urgency and fast-paced action

Hurry, Hurry! - Activity of Christ

· Sense of urgency

· Jesus in a hurry, moving breathlessly from place to place

· Jesus taking the lead and determining the direction, shaping the world around him

· Always one ‘divine’ step ahead!

Whoa, Nellie! - Passivity of Christ

· Slows as he approaches Jerusalem

· Opposition grows, he becomes more passive

· Life slowed to a halt, time is carefully marked

· Like an execution watch

Addressing reader directly

· Statements that are for the narrative listeners and us!

· “That you many know that the Son of Man has authority to forgive sins.” (2:10)

· “What I say to you, I say to all, ‘Watch!’” (13:37

Crisis of decision

· Who is Jesus?

· How will I respond to him?

· Is his death on the cross an abject failure?

· Or is it God’s plan of salvation for the world?

Bold Portryal of Jesus

· Features that would have stunned, or even scandalized his audience

· Family thinks mentally deranged (3:21)

· Could not do any miracles in hometown

· Trembling at approaching death (14:33)

· Felt abandonment by God (15:34)

Divine Sonship

· Human touches do not in any way diminish Jesus’ sovereign majesty as the Father’s beloved Son

· Records the most direct affirmation by Jesus of his divine sonship found in the Gospels. 

· Mark 14:61-62

Messiah and Son of God

· Reveal Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God

· Directed towards Passion and death

· Demonstration and explanation of that identity

Son of God (Beloved Son)

· OT - God’s People, King at Coronation and suffering righteous person

· Mark - Jesus from the beginning (1:1)

· Baptism, Demons call out, Transfiguration, Parables

· Roman Centurion - Truly this man was the Son of God

· At Death, first human to recognize, also a Gentile

Messiah (Anointed One)

· OT - priest, prophets, and kings

· Mark - Surname for Jesus (common of Paul)

· Context of Suffering and Death

· Peter’s Confession and First Passion Prediction (Messianic Secret)

· Messiah-ship involves suffering.

· Jesus cannot be understood apart from mystery of the cross

Son of Man

· OT - Various uses. Apocalytic.

· Mark - most distinctive in contact of Passion, death and resurrection

· Part of Passion Predictions

· After the Transfiguration

Passion Predictions

· Mark 8:31 “And he began to teach them that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.”

· Mark 9:31 - “For he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of man will be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him; and when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 

Passion Predictions (con’t)

· Mark 10:33- 34 “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man will be delivered to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death, and deliver him to the Gentiles; and they will mock him, and spit upon him, and scourge him, and kill him; and after three days he will rise.” 

Messianic Secret - Mark 8:29-30 

· Deliberate concealment of his Messianic character

· “And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” And he charged them to tell no one about him.”

· Truth only conceived after Passion

· Narrative always points towards death and Resurrection

· Three predictions of death and resurrection

Discipleship

· “Good news”

· What it means to be involved with Jesus

· Stories are not just for us to know about them

· Stories are for us to enter into

Discipleship in Mark

· Truth of Jesus found in the Cross, so also the secret to discipleship

· Jesus forms deep bonds of communion with disciples, prepare for what lies ahead

· Formation seems not to succeed: hardened, doubting, inept, uncomprehending

· Abandon master in his time of trial

Discipleship in Mark (con’t)

· In their failure, Jesus remains true

· His total fidelity to the Father gains forgiveness and restoration

· In OT, God’s love met with infidelity and betrayal, yet constantly renewed

· In Mark, there is a joyous promise of an encounter with the risen Lord.

Gospel of Mark for Today

· Narrative recounting life, minstry and teachings

· Unique in written from a standpoint of living faith in Jesus Christ, risen from the dead and exalted as Lord over all.

· Jesus is alive, all that he said and did is not merely a past even but a present source of grace and power for believers

I feel to the gospel . . . 

· St Ignatius of Antioch on his way to martyrdom in Rome

· “I flee to the gospel as to the flesh of Jesus Christ.”

· Not the book, not just the telling of stories

· A living contact with Jesus

· His real presence

For us now!

· Events become a pattern and effective cause of Jesus’ action within the members of his Church NOW!
· Not just methods of exegesis

· Power of Scripture bring us into contact with the living Christ, dependant on the work of the Spirit

· Bring to light deepest meaning and truth

Christians today

· Striving to be faithful - frightened boatful of disciples on a storm tossed sea

· Risk of persecution, discrimination, torture and death

· New Evangelization!

· Bring the good news once again to the world

· Revitalize the lukewarm

· Re-propose the faith

· Mark has fresh relevance: Evangelization and Discipleship

Structure of Mark - Part I

· The Ministry of John (1:1-8)
· The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus (1:9-13)

· Jesus’ Ministry and Teaching (1:14-8:30)

· Ministry in Galilee (1:14-3:12)

· Jesus Teaches (3:13-7:23)

· The Messianic Secret (7:24-8:30)

Structure of Mark - Part II

· Jesus the Messiah (8:31-13:37)
· Jesus’ Teaching and Journey to Jerusalem
(8:31-10:52)

· Jesus’ Teaching in Jerusalem (11:1-13:37)

· The Passion and Resurrection (14:1-16:20)

