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Structure of Mark - Part I

· The Ministry of John (1:1-8)
· The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus (1:9-13)

· Jesus’ Ministry and Teaching (1:14-8:30)

· Ministry in Galilee (1:14-3:12)

· Jesus Teaches (3:13-7:23)

· The Messianic Secret (7:24-8:30)

Structure of Mark - Part II

· Jesus the Messiah (8:31-13:37)
· Jesus’ Teaching and Journey to Jerusalem
(8:31-10:52)

· Jesus’ Teaching in Jerusalem (11:1-13:37)

· The Passion and Resurrection (14:1-16:20)

Prologue - Key Themes

· The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

· Beginning - arche

· Gospel - εὐαγγέλιον - euanggelion

· Jesus - joshua - “YHWH saves”

· Christ - christos -  Messiah - anointed

· Son of God
Prologue - Key Themes (con’t)

· The Secret: Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah, the Son of God in a unique and transcendent way. 

· Readers invited to share with disciples their gradual discovery of the mystery of Jesus

· Messiah - 8:29 / Son of God - 15:39

Prologue

· Do we realize how good the good news is?

· DO we recognize that this news fulfills and far surpasses all the deepest longing of the human heart?

· Have we settles for a diluted version of the gospel that has little power to impact our daily lives?

· God’s entrance into history in Jesus is news that is inexhaustibly new, as fresh and potent as on the day is was first proclaimed!

Baptism and the Cross

· John’s baptism - a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

· Why does Jesus submit to this?

· A sinner?

· Total Solidarity with sinful humanity

Breaking the Barrier

· Sin creates a insuperable barrier.

· Distances humanity from the holiness of God

· Jesus coming up out of the water

· Spirit coming down

· God would come down to his people only after they had been cleansed of impurity

· Foreshadows Spirit’s descent upon Church at Pentecost after sin removed by the Cross

Heavens torn open

· No gently opened but torn asunder

· Sign that the barrier is being removed

· Pleasing of Israel - “O that thou wouldst rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at thy presence.” (Is. 64:1)

The Son

· Approval and delight

· “Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I am well pleased.” (1:11)

· Psalm 2:7 - “You are my son, today I have begotten you.

· Is 42:1 - “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him.”

Our belovedness

· No other hears this voice - just the Son!

· Affirmation and Love precede accomplishment

· All are children of God, relationship with the Father, therefore spoken to us as well . . 

· Only in accepting out identity as a beloved child of the Father is it possible for us to embark courageously on the mission to which God has called us. 

Evangelize . . .

· “This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (1:15)

· Fulfillment

· Kingdom

· Sums up Israel’s yearning for the full manifestation of God’s authority in Israel and in the whole work.

Arrival of the Kingdom

· Twofold Human Response

· Repent

· Call from the prophets to “turn back” to God with all their hearts - Neh 1:9; Is 44:22; Hos 14:2

· Continues call of the Baptist

· Believe in the Gospel

· Trustingly accept and yield to what God is doing in his person

· Kingdom is near enough, reach out and lay hold

Discipleship

· St Basil - “On Baptism”

· “A disciple is . . .  whoever draws near to the Lord to follow him - to hear his words, to believe and obey him as Lord and king and doctor and teacher of truth . . .  So, whoever believes in the Lord and presents himself ready for discipleship must first learn to set aside every sin and everything that distracts from the obedience owed the Lord. 

“Come after Me”

· Asks for a complete and permanent chance in lifestyle for the sake of a totally new destiny

· Jesus takes the initiative and calls. 

· Euthys - no dillydallying, no hesitation, no questions, no discussions.

· Calls nobodies

Healings and Exorcisms

· Visible manifestations of the presence of the Kingdom.

· Power of Christ over the conditions of fallen humanity and signs of the domination of the Evil one over human beings

See that you tell no one!

· First exorcism - “I know who you are - the holy one of God.” “Be quiet!”

· Cleansing of a Leper - “See that you tell no one anything.”

· Insistence on concealing his identity and mighty works during the time of his public ministry. 

“Messianic Secret”

· Does might works of healing and deliverence, insists that these works not be publicized and forbids people and demons to reveal his true identity. Why?

· After Confession of Peter, his messianic identity is a deeper mystery than any of his followers yet fathom, and must be gradually unveiled

Messianic Expectations

· Popularly - Political and military leader who would liberate Israel from Roman domination and usher in a new world of peace and prosperity

· God’s Plan - Liberation from domination of sin, Satan and death. Mission linked to his laying down his life of the cross.

· Sensational reports generate false and distorted enthusiasm

Opposition - Chapter 2

· Was unbroken successes

· Now disapproval, suspicion and contention on the part of the religious authorities

· Five conflict stories, increasing resistence, culminating in a plot to kill him.

· Illustrates his true authority and reveals his idendity to 

Stories of Oppostion

· Healing of a Paralytic

· Call of Levi / Sinners need for a Physician

· Not fasting when with the bridegroom

· Lord of the Sabbath

· Withered Hand

· “The Pharisees went out, and immediately held counsel with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him.” (3:6)

New Israel and New Family 

· More elusive in response to threats

· Avoids synagogues and travels back and forth across the lake, often at night

· Continues ministry of teaching and healing

· New steps to establish a new Israel and new Family of God

· Identity of Jesus leads to identity of Community that is gathering around him.

Establishing New Israel

· Appointment of the Twelve

· New leadership for New Israel

· Those he wanted . .  To be with him. 

· He chooses us!

· Close personal fellowship with Jesus. Without intimacy with him, there will be no effectiveness to their mission.

· Closely bound to one another as to him.

· Sharing in his mission

Invited to know the Father

· Priority in Jesus’ heart to please his Father

· The perfect expression of the covenant relationship

· Only condition - doing God’s will

· Learn by sitting and listening to Jesus

His New Family

· “He is out of his mind.” - Family

· “He is possessed.” - Scribes from Jerusalem

· “Your mother and brothers are here.”

· Earthly ties give way to kingdom of God

Parables of the Kingdom (4:1-34)

· Importance of teaching in ministry, yet - what is being taught?

· Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount (5-7)

· Luke’s Sermon on the Plain (6:17-49)

· Mark’s “Sermon on the Sea”

· “He began to teach by the sea”

Parables

· Well know characteristic of Jesus’ teaching

· Short, memorable story or image, usually drawn from nature or daily life, that conveys profound spiritual truths

· “Jesus shows how the divine light shines through in the things of this world and in the realities of our everyday life.” J. Ratzinger, Jesus of Nazareth,
Traits of Parables I

· Simple enough for a child to understand on the surface. Yet, they make spiritual realities accessible by conveying them in concrete images instead of theoretical abstractions

Traits of Parables II

· Paradoxically parables also have a mysterious dimension that is now always easy to grasp, and the comes to light only upon thoughtful, open minded reflection

Traits of Parables III

· Thus the parables both conceal and reveal the mystery of the kingdom, depending on the disposition of the hearer (see Mark 4:10-13). One cannot remain neutral in the face of a parable; it provokes thought and challenges the listener to a decisive response to Jesus and his message.

Literary Uses

· parabole - “placing side by side”

· Can be a metaphor, allegory, maxim, lesson or illustration, or enigmatic saying or riddle

Parables of the Kingdom

· The Parable of the Sower (4:1-9)

· Interpretation of the Parable (4:13-20)

· The Parable of the Growing Seed (4:26-29)

· The Parable of the Mustard Seed (4:30-32)

The Mystery of the Kingdom

· “And he said to them, “To you has been given the mystery of the kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in parables; so that they may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand; lest they should turn again, and be forgiven.”” (Mark 4:11-12, RSV)

The Mystery of the Kingdom (con’t)
· In the OT - Mystery refers to God’s plans that are sacred, yet revealed to the prophets for the sake of God’s people

· Not to be unknown forever, but only by revelation

· In the NT - Whole plan of Salvation that was eternally hidden in the heart of God, but has not been revealed in Christ

Those outside . . .

· Parables, by hidden depths velied in simplicity, will cause a separation by the response they evoke in listener’s hearts.

· Openness - gradually unveiled

· Rebellion - remain opaque

· “If you would only listen my people”

Purpose of Parables

· “With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything.”(Mark 4:33-34, RSV)

· Able to Hear - Shema

· To accept with a willing heart, to obey

Authority shared

· Group of miracles that reveal Jesus’ awesome power over all elemtns that cause fear and distress in human life. 

· Training for their mission

· See the authorty, granted a share in that authority

· Outreach to the Gentiles

Who then is this? (4:35-41)

· Sea of Galilee - 7 miles wide and 13 long

· Known for violent gales that arise suddenly and pose dangers to small boats

· “Teacher, do you not care . . “

· “Quiet, be still!”

· “Do you not yet have faith?”

Tormented Man in the Gerasenes

· Gentile culture

· Caves dot coastline where dead are buried

· Tomb and pigs, doubly unclean

· Demonic influence distorts and destroys the image of God in humans

· Need for conversion, reform of live and deliverance

First Disciple to the Gentiles

· Sitting, clothed, in his right mind

· People are seized with fear

· Ask him to leave

· Man pleads to remain with him.

· Commissioning of this Man

· Not a secret

Understanding the Bread

· 6:33 - 8:26 “The Bread Section”

· Bread, artos, appears 17x

· Sequence x2

· Feeding the multitude, crossing the lake, conflict with Pharisees, a healing and a confession of faith

· Bread - keyword for a understanding of Jesus and His mission

First Sequence - Bread

· Feeding of Five Thousand (6:35-44)

· Walking on Water (6:45-52)

· Touching the Tassel of His Cloak (6:53-56)

· Conflict with Pharisees (7:1-23)

· Syrophoenician Woman (7:24-30)

· Opened Ears (7:31-37)

The Shepherd moved with pity
· Moved with pity - glimpse of emotions

· Pity, Compassion - distinct attribute of God

· Like sheep without a shepherd

· “I myself will pasture my sheep.” (Ez 34:15)

Feeding the Five Thousand (6:33-44)

· Only miracle in all four gospels

· Not only a meal, but a revealation of Jesus’ idenity and messianic mission

· Deserted place = eremos like in Exodus

· “Give them some food yourselves.”

· Bring the little that you have.

Feeding the Five Thousand (cont’)
· Green grass - pastures of Psalm 23

· Rows by 100’s and by 50’s - Exodus

· Took, blesed, broke, gave - Last Supper

· “All ate and were satisfied”

Hardening of Hearts


· Not the Pharisees but disciples

· Walking on the Water (6:45-52)

· ““Take heart, it is I; have no fear.” And he got into the boat with them and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.”(Mark 6:50-52, RSV)

Psalm 107

· “For he satisfies him who is thirsty, and the hungry he fills with good things. For he commanded, and raised the stormy wind, which lifted up the waves of the sea. he made the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were hushed.”

· (Psa. 107:9,25,29, RSV)

Touching the Tassel (6:53-56)

· Not because of magical power in the tassel, but because of their faith in him who wore it.

· Our Envy? See him, hear him, touch him?

· Alive and risen from the dead, his mighty works are accessible even now.

Jesus’ Question

· Caesarea Philippi

· Base of Mount Hermon, source of Jordan River

· Pan and Baal and Caesare Augustus

· Who do people say that I am?

· Who do you say that I am?

Introduction

· The setting: What does it mean to be a Christian? 

· Radical Decision to be a follower of Jesus

· Close Friendships with previously shunned

· Wealthy with slaves

· Devout with formerly decadent

· Jewish nationalists with Roman soldiers

Ridicule and persecution

· Ridicule of others for the absurdity of following a carpenter from a backwater village who had suffered the most ignominious form of capital punishment.

· Imprisonment, torture, death in brutal situations

St Agnes (c. 291 – c. 304)

· Later Martyr

· Age 13 - Refusal to marry, vow of virginity

· Memorial Celebrated January 21

· Female Martyr named in the Roman Canon or Eucharistic Prayer I

