Missionary Sermon and Diverse Responses

Matthew Chapters 10-12

Teachings of Jesus
 Five Major Speeches

· Sermon on the Mount - 5-7

· Missionary Sermon - 10
· Parables of the Kingdom - 13

· Ecclesial Life of Community - 18

· Eschatological Sermon - 24-25

Second Discourse: 
The Missionary Sermon

· Instructions for the Twelve (10:5-15)

· Where to go
(5-6)
What to say

(7)

· What to do
(8)
What to take
(9-10)

· Where to stay (11)
Relations

(12-14)

· Consequences of those who reject (15)

· Persecution and Witness (10:16-33)

· Divisions and Discipleship (10:34-39)

· Rewards for Receiving Disciples (10:40-42)

Narrative: Diverse Responses

· Inquiry and Witness of John (11:1-9)

· Woes on Unrepentant Towns (11:20-24)

· Prayer and Yoke of Jesus (11:25-30)

· Sabbath Controversies (12:1-14)

· Jesus the Servant Messiah (13:15-21)

Narrative: (con’t)

· Beelzebul Controversy and Dangerous Speech (12:22-37)

· One Greater Than Jonah and Solomon (12:38-42)

· Parable of the Unclean Spirits (12:43-45)

· Spiritual Family of Jesus (12:46-50)

· “And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity.” - (9:35)

Crisis of Leadership

· New Shepherds needed, new leaders

· “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” 9:36

Twelve Apostles

· Represents one who sends

· Shares in that Authority

· Build up the Church

· New Israel

· Jesus went about preaching the Gospel of the kingdom and healing

· The people were like "sheep without a shepherd"

· Pray the Lord to send out laborers

· Calls the twelve disciples

· GIVE THE TWELVE AUTHORITY
· The names of the twelve

· Jesus sends out the twelve

· Jesus sent them to "the lost sheep of the house of Israel"

· Apostles preached "the kingdom of heaven is at hand" and healed

Mission - The Choosing

· A look at the twelve

· Not scholarly, powerful or important people

· Ordinary people who responded faithfully to the grace of their calling

Jesus’ “Charge” to the Twelve

· “Go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel”

· God’s faithfulness to his people

· Nation called by God, given covenantal

· First to hear the Gospel

· New Leaders

· Tend the Flock

· Lead them to their messiah-king

Mission - The Message

· And preach as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ (7)

· An authorization and a command!

· Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying, give without pay. (8)

Mission - The Instructions

· The Negatives - Prohibitions

· No gold silver or copper for your belts

· No sack for the journey

· No second tunic or sandals or walking stick

Mission - The Instructions (con’t)

· The Positives

· Seek a worthy person - stay there

· Peace! Shalom!

· How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good tidings, who publishes peace, who brings good tidings of good, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”  (Is 52:7)

· Shake the Dust
Like Sodom and Gomorrah

Mission: Facing Persecutions

· Apply to whole history of the Church

· Apply to ourselves

· Trust in the Spirit of your Father

Mission: Cost of Discipleship

· Take up his cross and follow after me.

· Is not worthy of me.

· Lose life for my sake to find it.

Responses

· Towns of Galilee

· Lord of the Sabbath

Judgement on Galilean Towns

· Theme of Unbelief

· Chorazin, Bethsaida, Capernaum

· Saw words and deeds

· Refused to take message to heart

· More tolerable for Tyre and Sidon

Judgment (con’t)

· Remote to us? Or Directly relevant?

· Great privilege -> Great responsibility

· Entrusted his Gospel to us

· Have we responded to these privileges with faith and zeal proportionate to their greatness?

· Are there areas in our lives that are not fully surrendered to the lordship of Jesus?

· To us much has been given, much required

Responses of the Pharisees

· Chapter 12 - New Level

· Accusations that Jesus is working with Satan 

· They begin plotting his death

· Defense - Jesus reveals more of true identity

The Sabbath

· Main identity markers for Jews in 1st cent

· Observance - and expression of covenant loyalty to God

· Not resting - Babylonian Exile

· Therefore personal piety and national security

Breaking all the rules

· Disciples doing what is unlawful

· Response of Jesus - David and His companions

· Equates self to David

· Participation in his mission precedence over ordinary demands of the law

· Priests of Temple violate and are innocent

Something greater…

· Than the Temple here

· Holy Sanctuary where God met his people

· Center of Israel’s life and worship

· Implies he is new focal point of worship

· Disciples are new ministers serving in this new temple

Lord of the Sabbath

· Divine Institution (Gen 2:3)

· “My Sabbath” in the OT

· Ex 31:13; Lev 19:3, 30; Isa 56:4

· Jesus puts himself on par with God

· He has authority over how the Sabbath law is observed

In Summary

· Authority of Jesus

· Those chose for the Mission

· Discourse on the Mission

· Differing responses to fulfilling the Mission

· Sabbath - complete reliance on God for rest

Parables and Keys to the Kingdom

Third Discourse and Various Responses to Christ

Matthew Chapters 13-17

Teachings of Jesus
 Five Major Speeches

· Sermon on the Mount - 5-7

· Missionary Sermon - 10

· Parables of the Kingdom - 13

· Ecclesial Life of Community - 18

· Eschatological Sermon - 24-25

Third Discourse: 
Parables of the Kingdom

· Parable of the Sower (13:1-9)

· Mysteries of the kingdom (13:10-17)

· Parable of the Sower Explained (13:18-23)

· Parable of the Weeds among the Wheat (13:24-30)

· Parable of the Mustard Seeds and the Yeast (13:31-33)

· Fulfilling the Scriptures with Parables (13:34-35)

· Parable of the Weeds among the Wheat Explained (13:36-43)

· Parables of the Buried Treasure, Costly Pearl, and Dragnet (13:44-50)

Narrative: More Diverse Responses to Jesus

· Rejection in Nazareth (13:54-58)

· Death of John the Baptist (14:1-12)

· Feeding the Five Thousand (14:13-21)

· Peter, Walking on Water, and Healings (14:22-36)

· Tradition of the Elders (15:1-20)

· Canaanite Women and Other Healings (15:21-31)

Narrative: More Diverse Responses to Jesus (con’t)

· Feeding the Four Thousand (15:32-39)

· Confrontation with Pharisees and Sadducees (16:1-12)

· Peter’s Confession, First Passion Prediction, Cost of Discipleship (16:13-28)
· Transfiguration and John as Elijah (17:1-13)

· Exorcism and Second Passion Prediction (17:14-23)

· Temple Tax (17:24-27)

Why do you speak to them in Parables

· Series of Eight - Shift in Teaching Method

· Theme of Division

· Contrast in images show positive and negative responses to Christ’s ministry

· Proper responses

Parables

· Extended metaphors/similes

· Short narratives for teaching

· Gk - “placing beside”

· LXX - Hb Mashal - cryptic statement intended to stimulate a thought

· 1/3 of Jesus’ teachings

Knowledge granted to you (13:10f)

· To anyone who has more will be given

· Form anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away

· They look but do not see and hear but do not listen and understand. (13:13)

Rejection in Nazareth

· Amazed and astonished

· Fades to suspicion and anger

· “How can he be filled with such wisdom and mighty deeds?”

· Some miracles but not many - lack of faith

Northern Retreat

· Jesus and 12 towards Caesarea Philippi

· Who do people say that I am?

· John the Baptist

· Elijah

· Jeremiah

· Another prophet

· Who do YOU say that I am?

Who do you say that I am?

· “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (16:16)

· You are the anointed king we have been longing for. You are the one who will restore Israel and set us free.

· First explicit recognition of the Messiah

TuEsPetrus@CaesareaPhilippi.is

· Jesus’ Response

· And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-jona! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you,
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the powers of death shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 

A New Name

· A new nickname?

· New Name = New Vocation = New Mission

· Change in the person

· Special role, new purpose in divine plan

· Abram to Abraham (Gen 17:5)

· Jacob to Israel

· Bestowal of Special Function

What is in a name?

· Baptismal Name

· Religious Name

Like a __?__,
I was strong as I could be

· The Name itself - Peter - Kepha = Rock

· Not a proper name at the time

· What did Jesus mean?

Like a Rock 

· Durable, solid foundation

· Like Abraham - Is 51:1-2

· Hearken to me, you who pursue deliverance, you who seek the LORD; look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were digged. Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for when he was but one I called him, and I blessed him and made him many.  

The Foundation Stone

· The Temple (Heb. eben shetiyah)

· Base of Altar

· Significant Moments of Salvation History

· Creation

· Sacrifice and Abraham

· Worship and David

· Plug the Abyss

· Peter is like the Temple Foundation

·  Stone

Keys to the Kingdom (16:19)

· I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 

Keys in the Davidic Kingdom

· Administrative Authority

· Eliakim - Master of the Palace (Is 22)

· And I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David; he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. And I will fasten him like a peg in a sure place, and he will become a throne of honor to his father’s house. And they will hang on him the whole weight of his father’s house.

New Master of the Palace

· The Kingdom that Jesus was building

· “You, Peter, will be the prime minister in my kingdom. You will be vested with my very authority so that you can shepherd the people in my name,”

Binding and Loosing (16:19)

· Peter Uniquely / Disciples Collectively

· Rooted in rabbinic Judaism

· Teaching Authority

· Juridical Authority

· Spiritual Authority (Job 42:9; Sir 28:2; Rev 1:5)

· Christ’s Apostles

· Teach the Gospel

· Administer Church Disciples

· Absolve or Retain Sins in the name of Jesus (Jn 20:23)

What about Succession?

· Eliakim replacing Shebna

· Handed on from generation to generation

· Built into the image of the Keys!

· Entrusting to successors

· “I give this authority not only to you, Peter, but also to all those who come after you in this office”

Vicar of Christ

· Parochial Vicar vs Associate Pastor

· Pope - the Successor of Peter

· Preeminent Shepherd of God’s People

· CCC 882 - add
Parables and Keys to the Kingdom

· Tu es Petrus - Dome of St Peter’s

· You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and I will give you the keys of the kingdom of Heaven

· Crucial moment in Jesus’ Kingdom Movement

· Hailed as an important foundation for the role of the people in Christ’s kingdom today

