The Ecclesial & Eschatological Sermons

Fourth and Fifth Discourses

Matthew Chapters 18-25

Teachings of Jesus
 Five Major Speeches

· Sermon on the Mount - 5-7

· Missionary Sermon - 10

· Parables of the Kingdom - 13
· Ecclesial Life of Community - 18

· Eschatological Sermon - 24-25
Fourth Discourse: 
Life in the Community

· Greatness in the Kingdom (18:1-5)

· Temptations to Sin (18:6-9)

· Parables of Lost Sheep (18:10-14)

· Parables of Unmerciful Servant (18:21-35)
Fifth Discourse: 
The Eschatological Sermon

· Prophecy of Temple’s Demise (24:1-2)

· Birth Pangs and Great Tribulation (24:3-28)

· Coming of the Son of Man (24:29-35)

· Day and Hour Unknown (24:36-44)

· Parables of Unfaithful Servant, Ten Virgins, and Talents (24:45-25:30)

· Judgment of All Nations (25:31-46)

True Greatness with the Community

· Journey to Royal City - Establish Kingdom

· Clarifies the Kind of Kingdom

· Community gathered around Jesus as brothers and sisters with the same heavenly Father 

Humility (18:1-9)

· “Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?”

· A child - radical reorientation

· Echo of disinheriting the Promised Land

· Invitation to Trust

Forgiveness (18:21-35)

· Seventy-seven times

· A boundless willingness to forgive one’s brother

· King and his “wicked” servants

· Limitless forgiveness in the Kingdom of Heaven

· Forgive us as we forgive

The Cup of Christ (20:20-28)

· Misunderstanding of Kingship

· Reigning in Suffering

· OT - “Cup of Judgment”

· For Christ

· Foretells experience of suffering and death

· Redemptive bearing of penalty for sin

· Shares it with disciples

Royal Entry into City (21)

· Royal Entry into the City - retrace the steps of David

· Mount of Olives - Messianic Expectations

· David fleeing in exile 2 Sam 15

· The Return of the King

The Temple

· Size and Grandeur - Enhanced by Herod

· He who has not seen the Temple, has never seen a glorious building

· Great symbol of national identity

· Meeting of heaven and earth

The King and His Temple

· A statement of Kingly authority?

· Hezekiah & Josiah (2 Kings 18;23)

· A prophetic action of symbolic judgment

· Leaders prevent it from being a house of prayer

· Temple system brought to a halt

· Opening to the other nations

Showdown with Leaders 

· Woes (23:13-36)

· Three ways used

· Outburst of emotional grief

· Exclamation to grab attention of listeners

· Declaration of doom upon sinners

Examine our Conscience

· Do I practice what I preach (v. 3)?

· Do I help others live by God’s standards, or do I simply instruct them on what those standards are (v. 4)?

· Do I perform religious actions to impress others or to obtain God’s approval (v. 5)?

· Do I desire salutations of honor (vv.6-7)?

Examine our Conscience (con’t)

· Do I relate to people in a way that welcomes them to conversion, or do I imply by my actions that they are not welcome in the kingdom (v. 13)?

· Do I evade responsibilities by legalistic reasoning (vv.16-22)?

· Do I emphasize lesser matters to neglect justice, mercy and fidelity (v. 23)?

· In my spiritual life, do I seek to cleanse the inside of the cup - my heart and inner attitudes - or do I mainly focus on exterior matters (vv. 25-26)?

Eschatological Discourse

· Scenes of judgment and distress

· Warnings against deception

· Exhortations to faithfulness

· Highly symbolic language

· Jewish apocalyptic literature

The Temple

· Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the temple. But he answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon another, that will not be thrown down.” As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the close of the age?” 

A single event?

· “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the close of the age?”

· One Event

· Two Events
· Three Events

“No one knows”

· Enough to know his coming is certain

· May 21, 2011?

· Predict or prepare

· A state of readiness

· Take courage

Last Judgment (25)

· Commitment to works of mercy

· “These least brothers of mine”

· Image of creator is pressed on all

Teachings of Jesus
 Five Major Speeches

· Sermon on the Mount - 5-7

· Missionary Sermon - 10

· Parables of the Kingdom - 13
· Ecclesial Life of Community - 18

· Eschatological Sermon - 24-25
Holy Week & Conclusion

Gospel of Matthew Chapters 26-28

Back to Introduction

· Most widely diffused

· Primacy of Honor - Matthew’s account of Jesus
Homilies, Pastoral Letters, Theological Writings & Catechetical Instructions

Divine Perfection of the Kingdom of David

· Fulfill oath  - Ps 89:3-4

· Establish forever - 2 Sam 7:12-16

· Royal Messiah - New and Definitive David (BXVI) to reign forever as heir to his throne - Isa 9:6-7

· All a reality in Jesus!

Fulfillment

· Jesus reigns not in Jerusalem but from above (26:64)

· Wields “all power in heaven and on earth.” (28:18)

· Extending reach over the entire of creation

Epilogue: The Passion and Resurrection of the Messiah

· Plot in Jerusalem and Anointing at Bethany (26:1-13)

· Treachery of Judas (26:14-25)

· Last Supper and Denial Foretold (26:26-35

· Agony and Arrest in Gethsemane (26:36-56)

· Trail before Sanhedrin (26:57-68)

Epilogue: The Passion and Resurrection of the Messiah (con’t)

· Peter’s Denial and Judas’ Suicide (26:69-27:10)

· Trial before Pilate (27:11-26)

· Mockery and Crucifixion of Jesus (27:27-44)

· Death and Burial of Jesus (27:45-66)

· Resurrection of Jesus (28:1-15)

· Great Commission (28:16-20)

Last Supper - Passover Seder

· What is that?

· Commemoration of exodus and covenant

· Lamb, unleavened bread, bitter herbs

· A Liturgical memorial

· Past and Present come together!

Sacramental Understanding

· Passion without Last Supper - simply an execution

· Death - a cultic act of Sacrifice

· Expiatory Sacrifice

· Vicarious Sacrifice

· Covenant Sacrifice

Trial before Pilate - Ratzinger

· “Let his blood be upon us and our children.”

· Heb 12:24 - His blood speaks more eloquently than that of Abel

· Not vengeance and punishment - but reconciliation.

· Not poured out against anyone, but for many, for all. 

· “We all stand in need of the purifying power of love which is his blood.”

Responses to Christ on the Cross

· Ridiculed for claiming to be the Son of God

· Ordinary Jews

· Shaking their Heads, “If you are the Son of God”

· Chief priest

· “Save yourself”

· Revolutionaries

· Mock him the same as the others

Vindication at Death (27:51-53)

· Veil of the Sanctuary

· Sudden Earthquake

· Opening of the Tombs of the Saints 

Cross - The Throne of the King

· The Throne of Mercy and Grace

· All power in thee Sacraments flows from this action of love for the world. 

The Messiah is Risen!

· Not a gospel without Chapter 28

· Historical foundations for faith

· Discovery of the empty tomb

· Appearance of an angel

· Seeing and touching of the risen Messiah

· The Fulcrum of World History!

Great Commission (28:16-20)

· Greets with declaration of his sovereign authority - “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”

· Dan 7:13-14

· Missionary mandate - “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.”

Sending and Discipleship

· Not reducible to winning converts or ensuring that people get baptized

· Disciple = listen to Jesus, learns from him how to live, how to do will of Father

· A TOTAL WAY OF LIFE

· A commitment to pattern our daily actions and decisions after the example set by Jesus

Initiation in Baptism

· “…Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

· Holy Trinity - drawn up into life of God

· Scene from Jesus’ Baptism

Instruction in the Teachings

· “…teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.”

· Gospel gives shape and direction on our entire life.

· Beyond personal formation to a broader incultoration.

Summary

· Promise of the King

· Fulfillment of the Kingdom

· Charter of the Kingdom - Sermon

· Words and Actions of the King

· Love of the King

· Mandate of the King - build up the Kingdom

